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Join us for our next quarterly meeting at the 
Tukwila SPEEA Hall, Th ursday, Dec. 6, at noon. 
We will not have a speaker. Following ERS tradi-

tion, we plan door prizes, pizzas and poinsettias (a 
PPParty). 

Per the governing documents, the business of the 
December meeting includes reviewing the proposed 
2019 ERS budget and the election of ERS president 
and secretary for two-year terms. President Tom Mc-
Carty and Secretary Jim Ewing have agreed to run 
again. Nominations will be open from the fl oor if 
others wish to volunteer. In addition, we need volun-
teers to be the chairpersons of the following commit-
tees: Calling, Insurance, Nominations & Elections, 
Programs and Social. Call Dave Watt at (425) 868-
5603 to volunteer.

For the March 7 quarterly meeting, the speakers include:

• Sally McLaughlin from End of Life Washington. She will discuss death with dignity and advanced planning for 
health care.

• Steve Byrne from Final Road Map. He will discuss a tool kit for end of life preparations (documents, medical, 
legal, services and notifi cations).

Reminder - Parking at SPEEA is a bit limited. Take transit, carpool if possible, or park nearby and walk. Street park-
ing is available on 53rd Ave. S., south and east of SPEEA, about a one-minute fi tness walk. Try to save the closest 
parking spots, if any, for our less mobile members.

Investment meetings

Investments meetings are held at the SPEEA Tukwila offi  ce on the third Th ursday of odd months, starting at noon 
with a light lunch followed with a presentation on investment planning, estate planning, or other fi nancial subjects. 
All members, pre-retirees, and your partners are invited to attend. Feel free to bring friends.

Programs committee chair Dave Watt has arranged for speakers at upcoming investment meetings as follows:

• Jan. 17 - Matt Boelter, certifi ed fi nancial adviser with Viridian Advisors. His topic is changes in income tax rules 
and a market update.

• March 21 - Kevin Hasslinger from Edward Jones. Th e topics are the changes to the current market, and transfer 
of Net Unrealized Appreciation (NUA) of Boeing stock in the Boeing fund. 
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Minutes from the September all-member meeting

ERS President Tom McCarty called the meeting to order at 12:15 p.m. in the Tukwila SPEEA hall.

Good of the Society: Th ose who rose and told us this was their fi rst meeting were Russ Ashleman, Mark Carney, Bruce Bu-
tenko and Gunars Neiders. Six other people signed in but did not tell us they were fi rst-time attendees. Jessica Bonebright 
told us she picketed on behalf of striking Tukwila teachers.

Approval of Minutes: Jim Ewing’s minutes of the June 2018 quarterly meeting were available in print. Jessica Bonebright 
moved they be accepted as written. Th e motion was seconded and the minutes were approved without dissent.

President’s Report: Tom McCarty said we were considering having investment meetings in Everett in addition to the meet-
ings in Tukwila. Tom said we would send an email to members asking for input on this subject.

Vice President: Dave Baine was absent and excused.

Confi rmation of Bob Ferguson as treasurer: Tom McCarty appointed Bob Ferguson as treasurer after Orlando De Los 
Santos resigned. Th e Steering Board approved the appointment. No one at the all-member meeting volunteered to run 
against Bob for the offi  ce of treasurer and Bob was confi rmed.

Treasurer: Bob Ferguson reported we had $5,541.59 in checking, $15,450.08 in savings and $20,091.24 in CDs.

Steering Board Chair: Dwight Rousu chaired the August Steering Board meeting and put together the September ERS 
newsletter. Dwight said he experienced web diffi  culty in getting Th e Boeing Company gift matching website to provide a 
50% match to his charitable gifts. What Dwight was told by YourCause, the company that now takes care of this match, is 
shown in the addendum to these minutes. Th e subject should also be covered in our December newsletter.

Guest Speaker: Dave Watt introduced our guest speaker, Karen Nelson, who is an insurance agent with Th e Assurance 
Group. She specializes in Medicare products. Her goal is to share her knowledge and help clients make choices that best 
suit their budgets and anticipated health needs. Karen’s subject was “Medicare -Everything You Need to Know and Under-
stand.”

Karen talked about traditional Medicare, Medicare supplements, Medicare Part D (which covers prescription drugs) and 
Medicare Advantage plans. Karen recommended we sign up for Medicare Part D or equivalent drug coverage as soon as we 
go on Medicare. She recommended we avoid COBRA as soon as we are eligible for Medicare. She noted some of our doc-
tors may not be in the “network” of Medicare Advantage plans, and Medicare Advantage plans may not cover us when we 
are living outside of our residence state. 

Karen urged us to get help from an insurance agent in order to choose among various Medicare options. Th e insurance 
agent is paid by the company providing us with a Medicare supplement or a Medicare Advantage 

(continued on page 3)

Th is shows some of our attendees at the September all-member meeting. Come join the crowd.



3  December 2018

- Continued from page 2

plan and should not charge us a fee for his or her service.

Karen’s phone number is (206) 650-8073, and her email address is knelson@assuregrp.com. Th e Assurance Group’s web 
address is www.assuregrp.com. Th e company’s address is 14711 NE 29th Place, Ste 109, Bellevue, WA 98007.

Committee and Rep Reports: 

Badges Chair Tom Mechler reported 53 attendees at the meeting.

Investments Chair Dave Watt told us Madeline Gauthier would talk about wills, trusts, and directives at our Sept. 20 
investment meeting. 

Governing Documents: No report

Pensions: No report

Communications Cochair Dave Westman was absent.

Membership Chair John Neller said we had 938 people on our membership list, including 100 who had last paid dues 
for 2016 or earlier and two honorary members. We also have 1,166 people on our pre-retirees list. 

Nominations and Elections: We heard a president and a secretary would be elected at our December meeting, and we 
need a nominations chair.

Finance: No report

Refreshments: Tom McCarty thanked Refreshments Chair John Meeker for bringing the refreshments.

Travel and Discounts Chair Jessica Bonebright told us seniors get 10% off  some items (e.g., Fred Meyer and Kroger 
brands) at Fred Meyer on the fi rst Tuesday of each month. Ross Dress for Less gives seniors 10% off  every Tuesday. 
John Neller said Amtrak has a 10% discount for patrons 65 and older. Dave Watt mentioned McLendon Hardware has 
a senior discount every Tuesday. 

Sunshine Committee: Tom McCarty read the Sunshine Committee report for Joan and Myrv Johansen. Th e commit-
tee reported the passing of Norma Wakeley (wife of Don Wakeley), Gary Isaacson, Jerry Robinson, Hugh Unangst and 
Gurdial Dhatt. Th e committee sent a get well card to Millard Battles, who was scheduled for shoulder surgery. John 
Neller reported Robert Fujii had passed away a few days before the meeting.

Legislative & Public Aff airs (L&PA) Chair Dwight Rousu told us negative changes to Social Security and Medicare 
are possible after the November elections. Dwight added several ERS members regularly attend SPEEA Northwest and 
national L&PA committee meetings.

NRLN Liaison: No report

SPEEA Liaison Chair Tom McCarty reported he regularly communicates with SPEEA staff . 

Service: Tom McCarty gave the Service Committee report for Millard Battles. Tom said Th e Boeing Company would 
continue to fund Bluebills, aka Boeing Retiree Volunteers, for the near future.

Calling Committee: No report

Old Business:  None

New Business: None

Th e meeting adjourned at 1:55 p.m. Th e next quarterly meeting is scheduled for Dec. 6, at noon in the Tukwila SPEEA 
hall.

Minutes respectfully submitted, James M. Ewing, Secretary
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Investment Meeting Report - September
We do not keep minutes of investment meetings, but here is a report from Dave Watt on the September investment 
meeting.

Th e ERS Investment meeting featured Madeline Gauthier, an estate planning attorney. She talked about wills, trusts 
and the early transfer of assets to heirs. Th e gift tax rule allows us to give a maximum of $15,000 to anyone this year. 

Maximizing gifting and early transfer of assets to heirs by using the life exemption before death will reduce the value of 
your estate. She suggested after the fi rst spouse passes, the surviving spouse may become vulnerable. She advised to be 
cautious when forming new relationships and quick to contact your lawyer to protect your estate and heirs.

President’s Corner -- Tom McCarty 
Well, we are rapidly coming to the end of 2018, and it has been a busy summer for me. I hope all of you have been 
able to get everything done you had planned. I didn’t even come close, but I don’t despair because there is always to-
morrow. Since my retirement, this has become my new outlook on things. It’s nice not to have the pressure of sched-
ules, completion dates and overtime.

One of the things we are trying to get done at the ERS is to provide better access for our members in the Everett area 
to the ERS meetings. One of our popular activities is the bi-monthly investment meetings. You may have seen the 
survey we sent out asking if there was interest in adding meetings at the Everett SPEEA Hall. Th e preliminary response 
has been encouraging, so we are working on getting that set up. As soon as we are able to schedule a fi rm date, we will 
send out an email notice to all our members. We are going to ask for an RSVP so we can be sure to accommodate all 
who plan to attend. (Editor: If you forget to RSVP, come anyway and eat light.)

I also would like to remind everyone to please check the ERS website at www.engineeringretirees.org, and then click 
on ‘ENTER WEBSITE HERE’ for the most up-to-date information. You will see header links for meeting dates, 
newsletters, NRLN communications and other items of interest.

Editor: After the above initial “corner” message, Tom sent an update:

I have scheduled the Everett investment meeting with the SPEEA staff .  Per Dave Watt’s request, it will be on Feb. 21 
(the third Th ursday). We plan to send out a request for RSVPs in January.

I completed the article for the SPEEA Spotlite about the ERS. It was published in the November Spotlite (online at 
www.speea.org - see drop-down menu for Communications). 

- Tom 

National Retiree Legislative Network (NRLN)
Many of our ERS prime retirement fi nancial security interests are determined at the federal level via such programs 
as Social Security, Medicare, Medicaid (if other fi nances fail), the Pension Benefi t Guaranty Corporation (PBGC) to 
protect and backstop pensions, laws on fi duciary responsibility, Employee Retiree Income Security Act (ERISA) laws, 
laws on Individual Retirement Accounts (IRA), taxes, international mergers and others. 

To better address these interests, the ERS affi  liates with the National Retiree Legislative Network (NRLN).  Th e 
NRLN has members from many employers and most states and has a resident lobbyist in Washington, D.C., together 
with alliances with other senior advocacy groups. 

With the NRLN, we try to identify and rally support for federal legislation to protect our member interests. Th e web-
site, www.nrln.org, has position papers and news and can be accessed from our ERS website.
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Join the NRLN
ERS has an organizational membership with the NRLN. Making an Individual Membership contribution in addi-
tion to this will help the NRLN to better advocate to protect retirement income security and to reduce health care 
costs. Please make a personal annual contribution of $25, $50, $75 or more. Individual contributions provide 70% 
of the National Retiree Legislative Network’s annual budget. Th e other 30% is annual dues paid by NRLN retiree as-
sociations. 

Any amount you contribute is appreciated. Write a check or money order and mail it to: NRLN Inc., PO Box 
69051, Baltimore, MD 21264-9051. Or, make your contribution with a credit card at www.nrln.org, by clicking the 
tabs “Join Us” and “Support the NRLN.”

NRLN MEMBERSHIP CONTRIBUTION                 Engineering Retirees Society  

Th e NRLN is a nonprofi t, tax-exempt organization. Contributions are not tax deductible.

Name: _____________________________________________________  Age: ___  under 55;   ___ 55 - 64;   ___ 65 or over

Address: ____________________________________  City: _________________  State: _____  ZIP code: __________

Phone: _____________________   Email Address (if available): _____________________________________________

I draw my retirement benefi ts from _______________________________________________ (name of company)  

Mail this form with your check or money order (no cash please) for $25, $50, $75 or more (any amount will be appreciated)
payable to: NRLN, Inc., P.O. Box 18757, Washington, D.C. 20036-8757.

Contact your members of Congress when an NRLN Action Alert is issued. ERS has partnered with NRLN to lobby 
Congress on retiree issues. Th e NRLN grass-roots network is a powerful tool all of our members can take part in from 
home. Please make a commitment to respond to at least one Action Alert in 2018. Th ere is power in the quantity of 
responses. For more quality power, edit the responses with your personal view, and make phone calls.

Action Alert

If the NRLN issues an action alert, and you agree with the problem, make a personal revision to the letter to your 
representatives so the letter addresses your particular representative in a way that may move them toward a positive 
resolution of the problem. 
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Boeing charitable donation matching
Th e following message from YourCause is included here to help expedite your requests for Boeing matching of your 
year-end charitable donations. 

Note: Th e phone number for getting personal assistance at YourCause is (866) 751-6031.

Boeing VIP Fixed Value change 

In July 2018, the Voluntary Investment Plan (VIP) changed the fi xed value fund interest rate calculation 
from being calculated as a fi xed rate per quarter to being calculated daily. Th e change was done to align the 
VIP with the market and notices were mailed out to Boeing VIP participants.

From: Sophie Birdwell (YourCause), Sept. 4  
Hello,
Thank you for contac  ng us! With Boeing’s transi  on to our company, YourCause, a receipt is now required 
before a match request is submi  ed, so nonprofi ts no longer have to verify your dona  on. 
Once you have proof of your dona  on (an email or le  er from the nonprofi t are both acceptable), you may 
request the match online through our website.
Please see the following instruc  ons on how to request a match for a dona  on you have already made:
Log into the Boeing website: h  ps://boeing.yourcause.com/basic

Step 1. Type in your BEMS ID: 00000
Click 'Next'
Step 2. Select your Language (This step was not asked for. I may have accidentally set mine up dur-
ing the transi  on from TotalAccess. [editor])
Click 'Finish and Sign In'
Once you are logged in:

• Click ‘Give’
• Search for your charity (Enter the EIN/Tax ID or the Charity Name), then click ‘View Profi le’
• Click ‘Log an Offl  ine Donation’
• Enter the details of the donation. If you would like the funds to go to a specifi c project or cause, 

you can specify this under ‘Add a Designation.’ Th e system will require you to upload a receipt/
proof of the donation. Th e documentation must have four pieces of information - your name, 
donation date, donation amount and charity’s name.

• Click ‘Add to My Cart.’ 
• Select ‘Checkout Now,’ when you are ready to check out. You will be prompted to apply for the 

match at checkout.
• Complete checkout

Should you have any further ques  ons, please don’t hesitate to contact us. We are happy to help you 
with your cause!
All the best! 
Sophie Birdwell
Client Advocate 
YourCause
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Volunteers who make it all happen

Elected offi  cers
President ...............................................Tom McCarty
Vice President .......................................Dave Baine
Secretary ................................................James Ewing
Treasurer  ..............................................Bob Ferguson
Steering Board Chair ............................Dwight Rousu

Appointed Committee Chairs and Reps

Badges ...................................................Tom Mechler  
Calling ...................................................OPEN (temporary Dave Watt)
Communications (website)...................David Westman / Stan Lind
Finance .................................................. Stuart Buchan
Governing Documents ..........................Gene Blackman
Insurance ...............................................OPEN
Investments ...........................................Dave Watt / Ken Kuehnl
Legislative & Public Aff airs ..................Dwight Rousu / Dave Watt
Membership .......................................... John Neller
Nominations & Elections .....................OPEN (temporary Dave Watt)
NRLN Liaison .......................................Dave Watt
Pension ..................................................David Westman
Programs ...............................................OPEN / Dave Watt
Refreshments ......................................... John Meeker
Service ...................................................Millard Battles
Social .....................................................OPEN
SPEEA Liaison ......................................Tom McCarty
Sunshine ................................................ Joan and Myrv Johansen
Travel ..................................................... Jessica Bonebright 

ERS SPEEA Contact ................................Monica LaFrance (206) 433-0991 x. 1112 monical@speea.org

We need volunteers for the chair OPEN-ings noted above and members for Calling and Refreshments.

Your elected offi  cers from left: Dwight Rousu, Steering Board chair, James Ewing, secretary, Tom 
McCarty, president, and Bob Ferguson, treasurer.
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Engineering Retirees Society
15205 52nd Ave. S
Seattle, WA 98188

On the lighter side

• Th e past, present, and future walked into a bar. It was tense.

• Th e subjunctive would have walked into a bar, had it only known.

• A hyphenated word and a non-hyphenated word walk into a bar and the bartender choked on the 
irony.

Will Rogers, on growing older:

• I don’t know how I got over the hill without getting to the top.

• Some people try to turn back their odometer. Not me. I want people to know why I look this way. 
I’ve traveled a lot of miles, and some of the roads weren’t paved.

• We could certainly slow down the aging process if it had to work its way through Congress.

Did you know there is a breed of antelope that can leap higher than the average house? Th is is due to 
the antelopes’ powerful rear legs and the fact that the average house cannot leap.


