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Join us online for our next quarterly meeting Thursday, June 4, at 12 noon. Due to the COVID-19 pandemic and 
regulations against group in-person meetings, not to mention all SPEEA facilities are closed to meetings, we retired 
engineers and techs are going to venture into some technology and try our hand at having a virtual meeting.

Plans are still in the works. Initial plans are to use the Zoom platform, which will enable computer attendance with 
audio and video or allow telephone audio-only attendance.

We are working out the plans for emailing out the meeting invitation. We anticipate more information will be posted 
on the ERS website as plans solidify.

Any members without computer connectivity may have difficulty in getting all the pertinent information, but we will 
do our best to keep everybody in the loop who wants to be in the loop. 

Given the shelter in place orders, along with the data showing our demographics group is the most vulnerable to the 
most adverse effects of COVID-19, this seems to be the only way to keep ERS functioning for the duration. We do 
not plan to send out lunch snacks. Parking at SPEEA should not be a problem.

Investment meetings
All the investment meetings plans are also in flux. We expect no in-person meetings will be held until further notice. 
If the Steering Board meetings and quarterly member meetings by video conference work acceptably, there may well 
be an attempt to conduct the investment meetings by video conference.

Any guest speaker would have to agree to using such a venue. As plans solidify or change, look for updates on our 
website. We will also email those who frequently attend the investment meetings.
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Editor’s note: Our secretary, James Ewing, records the quarterly meeting. James usually goes to the library to use the library 
computers and web connections to create the electronic text version. This quarter, the libraries closed for COVID-19, so James 
wrote out the minutes by hand. They were even legible. He snail-mailed them to your faithful newsletter editor, and they are 
presented here for your reading pleasure.

ERS President Tom McCarty called the meeting to order at 12:16 p.m. in the Tukwila SPEEA hall. We had one new 
member, John Leghorn, who had recently retired. Tom told us the recently negotiated Boeing-SPEEA contract pro-
posals, if approved by SPEEA members, would lock in early retiree medical coverage for retired SPEEA-represented 
employees to Oct. 6, 2026.

Approval of Minutes:  Jim Ewing’s minutes of the December 2019 quarterly membership meeting were approved as 
published.

President’s Report:  Tom reported we have recently changed the ERS governing documents to allow SPEEA-repre-
sented employees to join ERS before they retire without paying annual dues until the calendar year after the year in 
which they join. He and Dave Watt have been speaking at SPEEA retirement seminars in Tukwila and Everett to invite 
SPEEA-represented employees to join ERS before or after they retire. (Dues are later billed for the calendar year after 
the year in which one joins ERS.)

Vice President:  Dave Baine told us our 2020 ERS budget had been approved in December 2019.  Dave urged us all 
to pay our $15 ERS dues promptly.

Treasurer:  Bob Ferguson: Tom told us Bob was on a trip and had sent his report via email. As of March 2, we had 
$6,099.42 in checking, $19,502.54 in savings and $20,161.05 in CDs. Tom thanked Steve Ellis for bringing our 
refreshments and assured him Bob would cover his expenses with a check.

Steering Board Chair:  Dwight Rousu reported we held a steering board meeting March 2. At this meeting, the board 
agreed to provide National Retiree Legislative Network (NRLN) the names and email addresses of our members after 
NRLN first verified, in writing, their policy not to share this information with any other organization. (ERS agreed 
years ago to provide this information to the NRLN, but the updated contact data had not been provided regularly in 
recent years.) Dwight also told us our annual financial review, scheduled for Feb. 15, had been postponed until our 
treasurer, Bob Ferguson, returns from his trip.

Committee and Rep Reports: 

Badges: Our new badges chair, Dianne Osmialowski, asked anyone who needs a badge to let her know.   

Membership: Chair John Neller told us as of March 3 we had 963 members, of whom 56 had last paid dues for 
2015 or 2016. We have two honorary members and 791 dues paying members for the purpose of NRLN dues. We 
have 64 members who receive paper newsletters and 1,204 people on our pre-retirees list.

Program: Chair Dave Watt reported on programs planned for the investment meetings.

Investments: Cochair Dave Watt reported the speaker at our March 19 investment meeting in Tukwila would be 
Julie Pariso Roy, the director of financial planning and wealth manager at Badgley Phelps. The subject was still to 
be determined. [The meeting was later canceled due to the coronavirus precautions.] Julie is certified as CFA, CFP, and 
CIC. Dave attested Julie is an outstanding speaker. The speaker at our planned April 16 investment meeting in 
Everett will be Jason Therrell from UBS, who will talk about “Navigating Market Volatility and True Diversifica-
tion.” The speaker at our May 21 investment meeting in Tukwila will be Doug Meyer from Edward Jones, who will 
discuss “Outsmarting the Scammers.”  

(continued on page 3)
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Communications: Cochair Dave Westman reported the latest version of our governing documents, Revision K, is 
available on our website, EngineeringRetirees.org.  

Refreshments: Social and Refreshments Chair John Meeker - Steve Ellis brought our refreshments (thanks Steve), 
while John Meeker was skiing in the Alps.

Sunshine Committee: Cochair Myrv Johansen reported the passing of Otto Riefflin, Joseph Avolio, Jack Elliot, 
Donald Honebrink, Richard Partington, Marian B. Hartley, Anne Hestilow and Gertraud Osley.

Legislative & Public Affairs (L&PA): Chair Dwight Rousu told us he and several other members had attended 
both the national and Northwest SPEEA L&PA committee meetings. Dwight reported he and Steve Ellis had at-
tended the February NRLN fly-in to Washington D.C. They had scheduled meetings and talked with staff mem-
bers of both of our Washington senators, and five of our Washington representatives. Dwight added the Kaiser 
Family Foundation has very similar positions as the NRLN regarding traditional Medicare FFS versus Medicare 
Advantage plans. (Position papers can be found on the NRLN website. An ERS trip report can be found on the 
ERS website.)

NRLN Liaison: Chair Steve Ellis filled in for refreshments, as well as serving as a representative to the NRLN 
Spring conference.

New Business: Member Jim Jollimore told us one of his former employers, Lockheed Martin, had sent him notice he 
was being dropped from the company’s retirement plan and his pension would be converted to an annuity. Jim said 
what Lockheed Martin was doing appears to be legal, and retirees in this case appear to lose the pension protection af-
forded by the PBGC and ERISA when companies do this. (Position papers on such corporate “de-risking” can also be 
found on the NRLN website, www.NRLN.org.)

Guest Speakers: Our guest speakers were Brian G. Isaacson, Attorney-CPA with Washington Elder Law PLLC, and 
Kate Frew, MBA, Director of Gift Planning at The Salvation Army. They told us how the SECURE Act of 2019 
significantly affects retirement plan accumulations and distributions. (SECURE stands for "Setting Every Commu-
nity Up for Retirement Enhancement".) Many donors will find it helpful to meet with advisors to review plans and to 
determine how, when, and if changes to current plans should be made.

Before the SECURE Act, a non-spouse beneficiary of an IRA or 401(k) could “stretch” required minimum distribu-
tions (RMDs) over the beneficiary's live expectancy, thus reducing or delaying taxes. The SECURE Act now requires 
most non-spouse beneficiaries to withdraw funds and pay taxes within 10 years, which often increases the beneficiary/s 
tax bracket, perhaps to 37%. This problem can be avoided if the donor makes a charity the beneficiary of an IRA or 
401(k) and leaves cash, life insurance, stocks, or property to relatives and friends. The charity pays no tax on the IRA 
distribution while relatives and friends may stretch their inheritance taxes over their life expectancies.

There are many ways to limit or even avoid federal taxes on inheritance, such as living trusts and charitable remainder 
trusts. Most, if not all, of us should consult qualified attorneys before deciding what changes, if any, should be made 
to our wills. Brian emphasized having a team of consultants, such as a tax attorney, accountant, charity, and financial 
advisor. (Nothing in these minutes, of course, should be considered as legal advice.)

Brian emphasized that “none of us” charge an initial consulting fee and The Salvation Army never charges a consulting 
fee. Brian's phone number is 206-448-1011 and his email address is brian@washingtonelderlaw.net.  Kate's office 
phone number is 206-217-1234 and her email address is kate.frew@usw.salvationarmy.org.

The meeting was adjourned at 1:59 p.m. The next Steering Board meeting was scheduled for May 28 at 11 a.m. in the 
Tukwila SPEEA hall. The next quarterly membership meeting was scheduled for June 4 at noon in the Tukwila SPEEA 
hall. (Stay tuned!!)

Minutes respectfully submitted, James M. Ewing, Secretary magna cum laude

- Continued from Page 2
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President's Corner
Welcome to a world none of us old timers thought we would see again. And by again, I mean the shutdown of the 
movie theaters, children's playgrounds and public swimming pools in the 1950s, when I was a kid. Some of you re-
member the fear that would spread through our communities when there were outbreaks of polio.

Polio seemed to be a seasonal phenomenon, and its most frequent victims were children. The periodic outbreaks were 
finally defeated by development of effective vaccines which were rapidly adopted and eliminated this threat from most 
of the world.

The threat of COVID-19 has affected us on a much larger scale than the polio scares from my childhood, but it is not 
unprecedented. The worldwide death rate of the Spanish flu, which circulated at the end of World War I, is said to 
have taken more lives than were lost due to the war.

None of this is new information for most of us, nor particularly helpful. I am hopeful we will be able to develop more 
effective therapies for treating COVID-19 and eventually an effective vaccine for immunization. Until then, it seems 
our only defense is to minimize social contacts to prevent the transmission and spread of the disease.

The result of this pandemic has caused great suffering and loss for countless individuals. Take care of yourselves and 
each other and we will get through this.

Stay safe, Tom McCarty 

Nominations Committee Corner
The nomination committee assists in soliciting and reviewing candidates for officers with the Steering Board. Volun-
teers for open positions are welcome. We also have a continuing need for volunteers to be chairperson for the follow-
ing committees - insurance, programs, social, and calling committee. Please contact Steve Ellis to discuss what might 
fit for you.

National Retiree Legislative Network (NRLN)
Current NRLN postings and actions can be found on 
the website, at www.NRLN.org. Steve Ellis is our ERS 
contact to NRLN.

The ERS pays a reduced group membership rate of $3 
per paid member as a major part of our partnership. If 
you have the ability and desire to support the NRLN at  
a higher level, you can also become an individual  
member of NRLN.   

Every year the ERS plans for and budgets to go to  
Washington, D.C., for meetings with the NRLN as  
well as to meet with legislators to advocate regarding 
focus issues for retirees and seniors regarding Social 
Security, Medicare and pensions. This year, the board sent Dwight Rousu and Steve Ellis as our ERS representatives 
for a meeting Feb 24-26. A 2020 trip report is now posted on the ERS website, which you can reach by a Ctrl-click 
on REPORTS. Here is a photo of Steve and Dwight meeting with the legislative director for Representative Pramila 

https://www.nrln.org
http://www.engineeringretirees.org/about.html
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Jayapal during the D.C. trip. 

You can read details on  policy issues by Ctrl-clicking on the NRLN website. There are also white papers and talking 
point papers posted online, at www.nrln.org.

Boeing online access
Repeating from last quarter: TotalAccess was replaced with an ensemble of sites called Worklife. The replacement pro-
cess has not been smooth. If you have not changed your access information yet, you may wish to do that soon. Boeing 
help is at 1-866-473-2016. 

If you still have problems, Matt Kempf at SPEEA has presented seminars on the necessary Worklife registration proce-
dures. See his seminar recording online at www.speea.org (drop-down menu: Medical and Retirement/Retirement_).

Service Corner

Bluebills
Who are we?

Many of us already volunteer in our communities or local organizations, but we have an ERS Services Committee 
chaired by Millard Battles, mtbattles@aol.com, who is active in the Bluebills, a service organization of all Boeing 
retirees, engineering or not. Millard has been facing some arm disability problems, and Dick Beham has been filling in 
for him on the service committee.

The Bluebills invite you to become an active Bluebill member and join our efforts. Together we can make a difference!

Contacts

• Central & South Puget Sound - Dick Beham, rsqdncr@foxinternet.com 

• North King & Snohomish County - Alan Rice, aerice77@yahoo.com  

• Olympic Peninsula - Clinton Webb, cwebb91275@aol.com

https://www.nrln.org
https://www.speea.org/Retirement/Retirement_benefits.html
mailto:mtbattles@aol.com
mailto:rsqdncr@foxinternet.com
mailto:aerice77@yahoo.com
mailto:cwebb91275@aol.com
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Your elected officers from left: Dwight Rousu, Steering Board chair, James Ewing, secretary, 
Tom McCarty, president, and Bob Ferguson, treasurer. Inset is Dave Baine, vice president.

Volunteers who make it all happen
Elected officers

President ...................................Tom McCarty
Vice President ............................ Dave Baine
Secretary .................................... James Ewing
Treasurer  ................................... Bob Ferguson
Steering Board Chair ................ Dwight Rousu

ERS SPEEA Contact ................. Kaitlin Plunkett
206-674-7361 
kaitlinp@speea.org

Appointed Committee Chairs and Reps
Badges .........................................Dianne Osmialowski 
Communications (website) ........David Westman / Stan Lind
Finance .......................................Stuart Buchan
Governing Documents ...............Gene Blackman
Investments ................................Dave Watt / Ken Kuehnl
Legislative & Public Affairs .......Dwight Rousu / Dave Watt
Membership ...............................John Neller
Nominations & Elections ..........Steve Ellis
NRLN Liaison ............................Steve Ellis
Pension .......................................David Westman
Refreshments ..............................John Meeker
Service (Bluebills) ......................Millard Battles / Dick Beham
SPEEA Liaison ...........................Tom McCarty
Sunshine .....................................Joan and Myrv Johansen
Travel ..........................................Jessica Bonebright 

We need VOLUNTEERS for the chair OPEN-ings listed and members for Calling and Refreshments.

Calling ........................... OPEN / Dave Watt
Insurance ....................... OPEN / Dave Watt
Programs ....................... OPEN / Dave Watt
Social ............................. OPEN

Dave Watt is temporarily covering the openings in the Calling, Insurance and Programs committees.

mailto:kaitlinp@speea.org
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Engineering Retirees Society
15205 52nd Ave. S
Seattle, WA 98188

On the lighter side
(Words for the wise guy)

COVID-19: People are making apocalypse jokes like there 
is no tomorrow.

I have a chicken proof lawn. It's impeccable.

I ate a frozen apple. Hard core.

When the smog lifts in California, UCLA.

I'm terrified of elevators, and I'm taking steps to avoid 
them.

Drink wine. It isn't good to keep things bottled up.

Cows have hooves because they lactose.

There was a huge fight at the seafood diner. Battered fish 
everywhere.

For chemists, drinking alcohol is not a problem. It's a solu-
tion.

His relationship with whiskey is on the rocks.

Crushing pop cans is soda depressing.

Whenever I try to eat healthy, a chocolate bar looks at me 
& snickers.

Hard times. Electricians have to strip to make ends meet.

Well, to be frank, I'd have to change my name.

Dogs can't operate MRI scanners, but catscan.

Big mountains aren't just funny, they're hill areas.

Cow stumbles into pot field! The steaks have never been 
higher.

Double negatives are a no-no in English.

Irony - the opposite of wrinkly.

The problem with political jokes is that they sometimes get 
elected.

I’m pining for a good tree pun. I wish they were more 
poplar. 

Turning vegan would be a big missed steak.


