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ENGINEERING RETIREES NEWSLETTER

Join us for our next quarterly meeting at the Tukwila SPEEA Hall at 12 p.m., Thursday, March 2, for a small 
lunch followed by the business meeting and a special interactive presentation, “Making Retirement 

Security Real for Everyone,” which reviews the struggle to put Social Security and Medicare in place and how 
essential these programs are, especially for women, people of color and other marginalized communities. 
Puget Sound Advocates for Retirement Action (PSARA) representatives Jessica Bonebright and George 
Sowa will present and lead a discussion of uniting all generations to ensure real retirement security today 
and tomorrow. 

Also at the meeting, a vote is planned to approve or 
disapprove changes to the governing documents. Drafts 
of the changed documents are available for member 
review on the ERS website (www.engineeringretirees.
org). 

Parking reminder – Parking across the street from 
SPEEA (at the Bricklayers’ Union Hall) is no longer an 
option. Take transit, carpool if possible, or park nearby 
and walk. Street parking is available on 53rd Ave. S., 
south and east of SPEEA, about a one-minute walk. Try 
to save the closest parking spots for our less mobile 
members.

ERS investment meetings are held at the SPEEA Tukwila 
office on the third Thursday of odd months. We start at 
noon with a light lunch followed by a presentation on 
investment planning, estate planning or other financial 
subjects. Prior to each meeting, we email a reminder 
to previous meeting attendees and pre-retirees. We 
encourage couples to attend the meeting and to invite 
friends. Our speaker for January was Matt Boelter, who is with Voya Financial Advisors. He gave a market 
update and talk about economy cycles and Roth conversions. Our March meeting speaker is TBD, as is the 
speaker for May. Please plan to join us.

Minutes of the December ERS quarterly meeting (in case you missed it):  

ERS President Dave Watt called the meeting to order at 12:45 p.m. in the Tukwila SPEEA hall.

Good of the Society: We had five first-time attendees: Mark Boswell, Paul Addis, Robert Ferguson, John 
Amell and Sharon Mocorro. 

Minutes: Jim Ewing’s minutes of the September 2016 quarterly meeting were available in print and 
approved as printed. Jim mentioned he was recovering from two recent surgeries.

President’s Report: Dave Watt told us he coordinated development of our 2017 budget and had spoken 
at pre-retirement meetings, and also brought some of the food for our lunch. Romayne Watt brought 
homemade salad dressing as an option for the salad greens, and also bought the poinsettias.
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Vice President’s Report: Tom McCarty said he made introductory remarks at pre-retirement meetings and 
prepared our 2017 budget. Tom urged anyone who received the newsletter by U.S. Postal Service to give us 
their email address, if they have one, to save ERS the cost of printing and postage.

Treasurer’s Report: Jim Gillan reported we had approximately $1,500 in checking, $16,000 in savings and 
$20,000 in our four CDs.

Steering Board Chair’s Report: Dwight Rousu told us the Steering Board met Nov. 15. He added the 
Washington State Alliance for Retired Americans (WSARA) had not been treating ERS as a member, even 
though we paid our dues, and we would postpone paying our dues until things were straightened out. 
Dwight also mentioned he put out the newsletter a little late.

Committee and Rep Reports: 

Service Chair Millard Battles said he wanted two or three people who could suggest volunteer activities for 
ERS members. Millard also put in a plug for Boeing Retiree Volunteers or Bluebills.

Calling Committee Chair Dave Watt thanked the members who have volunteered to serve on our Calling 
Committee. Dave told us the Steering Board would meet on Nov. 30, 2017.

Badges Chair Tom Mechler reported we had 33 people in attendance and signed in! 

Programs Chair Dave Watt said our March 2017 program would be a discussion of Medicare and Social 
Security by someone from PSARA, as facilitated by Jessica Bonebright.

Governing Documents Chair Gene Blackman told us we are revising our governing documents, and 
Dwight Rousu had spent a lot of time on this project. Changes to the constitution and bylaws will not 
become effective until they are approved by the membership at a quarterly meeting. 

Communications Co-chair Dave Westman said our website would soon show the corrected schedule for 
2017 meetings (e.g., November Steering Board meeting date).

Insurance Committee: Dave Watt thanked Lucia Wang for volunteering to serve on the Insurance 
Committee. 

Pensions Chair Dave Westman said The Boeing Company was trying to offload all employee defined-benefit 
pensions.

Membership Chair John Neller reported ERS had 846 members, not all of whom had recently paid dues. He 
invited anyone who wanted to join the Calling Committee to contact him. John said we had been removing 
those who had stopped paying dues from our membership list. John added that printing and postage to 
send newsletters to members who have not given us an email address costs ERS $8.80 per member per year. 
John said that we had 1,057 people on our pre-retirees list, and at least 209 of these people had retired but 
had not yet joined the Society. John said that one of our members, Jessica Bonebright, had been unusually 
effective in convincing members to pay delinquent dues.

Social and Refreshments Committee member John Meeker reported he brought pizza to the meeting 
while Dave and Romayne Watt brought nuts, cookies, and salad items.

Sunshine Committee: Dwight Rousu read the Sunshine Committee report from Joan and Myrv Johansen. 
The committee sent cards to Jim Gillan and Jim Ewing, who received medical care. Irene Ford passed away 
on Dec.13, 2013. And Joan Johansen broke her left shoulder at home and underwent shoulder replacement 
surgery. Jim Gillan volunteered to send a get-well card to Joan Johansen. 

(continued on page 3)
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Be reminded the spouses of members are also members of ERS and a surviving spouse may continue as 
a member of the Society after the death of a partner who had been in a SPEEA-represented unit before 
retirement.

L&PA Chair Dwight Rousu reported Social Security and Medicare had been put on the table by the 
November election. Dwight Rousu and Dave Watt will go to the annual NRLN meeting in Washington, D.C., 
in March. 

SPEEA Liaison Tom McCarty told us SPEEA gets information about retirees from The Boeing Company. Tom 
advised us to keep our retirement address current with ERS. Tom added that the Medicare website is senior 
friendly.

New Business: Dave Watt and Jim Ewing were re-elected as president and secretary respectively, without 
opposition or dissent. Dave Watt told us a budget review indicated we would have a small surplus in 2017. A 
review of dues indicated no change in dues was required. The members voted to donate $50 to each of the 
same charities we gave to in 2015: Millionair Club Charity, Northwest Harvest, Meals on Wheels, Renton Food 
Bank and Food Lifeline. Dwight Rousu conducted a drawing for two $50 gift cards to Anthony’s Restaurants 
and 10 poinsettias. We were all invited to sign a get-well card for Joan Johansen.

The meeting was adjourned at 2:07 p.m.

The next Steering Board meeting is scheduled for Feb. 23, and the next quarterly meeting is scheduled for 
March 2. Both meetings are planned for the Tukwila SPEEA hall.

Respectfully submitted,

James M. Ewing, Secretary

President’s Corner – Dave Watt

Personal notes: Hi All! Romayne and I had our two daughters, their husbands, and five grandkids join us 
Christmas afternoon. We hope you were able be with your families for the holidays. For six weeks starting 
in January, we pick up grandkids Ami and David. On Saturday morning, they take a Skibacs ski lesson while 
I teach a ski class. In the afternoon, we enjoy skiing together. At the end of March, we have a week trip 
scheduled for Cancun with our granddaughters, Maxine and Evelyn, and their parents, Marie and Adam.  

ERS Notes: We need volunteers to chair the Nominations, Social, Refreshements, Calling and Program 
committees. Please contact me to discuss volunteering for any of our committees.                                                                                                                                    

John Neller has identified 400 pre-retirees who probably retired. John’s plan is to email them information 
about ERS and invite them to join. There will be an ERS membership application attached. We will need to 
follow up with phone calls from our calling committee. We do not know when pre-retirees retire. So, if you 
have retired but not yet joined ERS, please call Michelle at SPEEA, (206) 674-7371, and ask her to mail you a 
membership card and pre-addressed envelope.

ERS dues notices should have arrived in the mail. They were mailed in January or early February. 

The ERS 2016 internal review by the financial chair, the treasurer and the vice president was due in early 
February. SPEEA has scheduled 34 pre-retirement seminars this year in either Tukwila or Everett which we 
attend, talk about ERS and gather contact information.

 ERS partners with NRLN to lobby Congress on retiree issues. Dwight Rousu and I will attend the NRLN 
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annual meeting March 12-15 to meet our senators and representatives and/or their staff. The one-on-one 
contacts are helpful for NRLN name familiarity. Our NRLN grassroots network is also a powerful tool in which 
all of our members can take part. See below in the NRLN section. 

Check the ERS website www.engineeringretirees.org. Click on ‘ENTER WEBSITE HERE’ and you will see the 
most up-to-date information, meeting dates, links of interest, and newsletters. From there, select what you 
want (such as ‘NEWSLETTER’).

– Dave Watt, ERS President   

National Retiree Legislative Network (NRLN)

The NRLN website may be accessed directly or from our site to allow you to review informational articles, 
contacts, and the NRLN legislative agenda.

How the Engineering Retirees Society members can help on national issues:

The NRLN grassroots network is a powerful tool that all of our members can take part in from your home. 
Please make a commitment to respond to NRLN Action Alerts. The power is in the quantity of responses 
from ERS and all the other retiree organizations across the country. If you are not receiving the alerts, please 
go to www.nrln.org to sign up or update your information. Responding to Action Alerts that address retiree 
issues with Congress is very easy. Based on zip codes, our senators and representative are automatically 
displayed. Revise the sample letter as little or as much as you wish, review changes, and send. A personalized 
title and message in the letter is likely to get a little more attention. Ask friends, members, non-members, to 
sign up at http://capwiz.com/abtr/mlm/signup/ to receive NRLN emails. If you know someone interested 
in forming an NRLN chapter in your area, send an email to contact@nrln.org or call toll free 1-866-360-7197.

If you wish to make a tax-deductible donation, which Boeing will match 50%, consider the AREF, a 
companion 501C3 research organization studying and educating on key senior issues with the NRLN. See 
http://www.seniorsaref.org/index.html.

NRLN President’s Forum – Bill Kadereit, National Retiree Legislative Network

(Editor’s note – You can get Bill’s full Forum text at www.nrln.org regarding an action alert on prescription drug 
prices. The following is an excerpt.)

Thank You to the 5,824 Signers of Petition to President-Elect Donald Trump

If you were one of the 5,824 NRLN grassroots advocates who signed the petition to President-Elect Donald 
Trump, I want to thank you. The names, cities and states of the signers were printed out on Monday, Jan. 
16, and reached the president-elect’s headquarters in New York Jan. 17, three days before Mr. Trump’s 
inauguration as president Jan. 20. 

Signing the petition were individuals in every state and Puerto Rico. The NRLN is hopeful the 60 pages of 
signatures (printed back-to-back) with the text of the petition below will reach Mr. Trump’s desk either at 
his Trump Tower or in the White House. Or, it will be beneficial if a White House staff member and/or the 
nominee for Secretary of Health and Human Services sees the petition. 

(Editor’s note – On a more general note, the holiday letter from Bill made some brief mention of the current 
atmosphere regarding attacks on senior benefits. The following is an excerpt from the December letter.)

Members of Congress have gone home for the holidays. When they return in January, including a few 
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newly elected representatives and senators, the stage seems to be set to attempt to repeal and replace the 
Affordable Care Act (Obamacare). We must be vigilant that Congress, as some members desire, don’t — in 
the name of reform — do serious harm to Social Security and Medicare today’s retirees depend on and 
tomorrow’s retirees deserve.

Donald Trump will bring his brand of leadership to the White House following his Jan. 20 inauguration. We 
will need to hold him to his campaign promise to reject any kind of benefit cuts to Social Security. Also, he 
must be held accountable for his campaign position against the idea of gradually converting Medicare to a 
voucher system in which the government subsidizes private insurance for future retirees. 

 -Bill Kadereit, National Retiree Legislative Network

Steering Board chair and newsletter editor report – Dwight Rousu

First, some comments on current news on politics affecting senior benefits at the federal level: 

This is a time of potential great upheaval that could affect our benefits and the benefits of our children 
and grandchildren. It is important to be informed and to stay informed and to be proactive in contacting 
our representatives and senators in D.C. or at their home offices in Washington state. A personal letter to 
the local office with personal stories and concerns can be effective. For developments requiring a rapid 
response, phone calls to D.C. offices may help, and even emails and petition signings, though less effective, 
may be counted. Dave and I plan to travel to D.C. in March and visit the offices of our representatives, but a 
lot of support on the issues from local constituents helps boost the effect of any messages we are able to 
convey.  And much could happen before March 13.   

Some initial facts to counter disinformation that has been spread on some of the programs:

1. Social Security (SS) is financially sound.    

 • The SS trust fund has historically taken in more money than it pays out in benefits and currently has a   
 $2.81 trillion surplus. 

 • Without any changes, SS is projected to be able to pay full benefits through 2034, one year longer than  
 projected last year.

 • Actuaries project a modest gap after 2034, but there are reasonable and modest adjustments that   
 would ensure viability of SS for the foreseeable future.

2. Radical changes are not necessary to “save” Social Security nor to fix the budget.  

 • Privatization has risks and costs.  

 • Budget deficits are not caused by SS.  

 • Cuts in SS, Medicare and Medicaid are being proposed at the same time as proposals for massive tax        
 cuts for the wealthy and for corporations. Such tax cuts in the past are actually a major cause for current  
 and projected budget deficits.

3. Costs of living for seniors have increased significantly due to rising health care costs along with food   
 and energy costs. Current SS cost of living adjustments (COLA) do not match such increases, which   
 suggests SS COLA should be increased, not cut as proposed.

There is more, but this info is a good starting point.  Politicians know seniors vote (I hope you do!!!).  Be 
politically active. It is an important time.
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Governing Documents

Secondly, regarding the upcoming membership meeting vote on changes to the ERS governing documents, 
here is some basic information.  

The current governing documents and a version with the recommended changes are on our ERS website. 
The governing documents for ERS are divided into three parts.

 • The constitution has the highest authority. According to the current section 5 of the constitution,   
amendment requires two week notice to the membership, and a two/thirds (2/3) approval vote by those  
present and voting at a general membership meeting. Section 5 states that “upon approval by the Steering 
Board, it shall be sent to the general membership by an electronic copy or USPS-mailed hard copy at least 
two weeks prior to the next quarterly general membership meeting.” A forgiving interpretation of the 
notification requirements calls for posting the changes on the ERS website, and discussion at the previous 
general meeting can be interpreted in our current electronic age as having “been sent” to the membership. 
Clarifying amendments are permitted at the meeting.

 • Bylaws have the second level of authority, and must comply with the constitution. Section 7 of 
the bylaws specifies the revision process. Any member may submit a written change proposal to the 
Governing Documents chair to review and discuss. The resulting version shall be submitted to the 
Steering Board for review. If approved, it shall be presented to the general membership at the next general 
meeting. A two-thirds vote of those present is required for approval of a revision of the bylaws.  No 
advance notice to the membership is required. Clarifying amendments at the meeting can be accepted.

 • The policy manual is the lowest priority governing document.  Section 2.4 of the policy manual 
specifies the modification procedure.  The Steering Board shall be responsible for the policy manual and 
shall forward all updates to the Governing Documents chairperson for incorporation in the policy manual 
and for presentation to the membership for comment. Any member at a general meeting may submit a 
motion to revise or defeat a policy adopted by the Steering Board. Additions or revisions may be proposed 
by any member to the steering board.

At the March meeting, we are anticipating a vote on the constitution. Then we anticipate a vote on the 
bylaws. Third, any comments on the policy manual and any motions regarding the policy manual would be 
in order and be considered.
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Volunteers who make it all happen
Elected officers
 
President .................................................................. DAVE WATT (425) 868-5603
Vice President ........................................................ TOM McCARTY
Secretary................................................................... JAMES EWING
Treasurer  ................................................................. JIM GILLAN
Steering Board Chair .......................................... DWIGHT ROUSU

SPEEA Contact ....................................................... Michelle Stanley (206) 674-7371
 michelles@speea.org

Appointed Committee Chairs and Reps

ARA Liaison ..............................................................Harvey Kriloff
Badges ........................................................................Tom Mechler  
Communications (website) ...............................David Westman / Stan Lind
Governing Documents ........................................Gene Blackman
Finance .......................................................................Stuart Buchan
Insurance ...................................................................Michael Florian
Investments .............................................................Dave Watt / Ken Kuehnl
L & P A .........................................................................Dwight Rousu / Dave Watt
Membership .............................................................John Neller
Pension .......................................................................David Westman
Programs ...................................................................Dave Watt
SPEEA Liaison ..........................................................Tom McCarty
Sunshine ....................................................................Joan Johansen
Taxation .....................................................................Rick Terney 
NRLN Liaison ............................................................Dave Watt
Refreshments ..........................................................OPEN/John Meeker
Service ........................................................................Millard Battles
Social ...........................................................................OPEN
Travel ..........................................................................Jessica Bonebright 
Nominations & Elections ...................................OPEN (temporary Dave Watt)
Calling .........................................................................OPEN (temporary Dave Watt)

We still need volunteers for the openings noted above; call Dave Watt to share the load!
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Engineering Retirees Society
15205 52nd Avenue S
Seattle, WA 98188

On the lighter side

You Might Be an Engineer or Tech if you...

 • See a good design and still have to change it.

 • Still own a slide rule and know how to use it.

 • Thought spring break in college was metal fatigue failure.

 • Have modified your can-opener to be microprocessor driven.

 • Are better with a Karnaugh map than you are with a street map.

 • Think the real heroes of “Apollo 13” were the mission controllers.

 • Take a cruise so you can go on a personal tour of the engine room.

 • Think “cuddling” is simply an unproductive application of heat exchange.

 • Have owned a calculator with no equal key and know what RPN stands for.

 • Make four sets of drawings (with seven revisions) before making a bird bath.

 • Have trouble writing anything unless the paper has horizontal and vertical lines.

 • Think the ideal evening consists of fast-forwarding through the latest sci-fi movie looking for technical  
 inaccuracies.

 • Think the value of a book is directly proportionate to the amount of tables, charts and graphs it   
 contains.


