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Join us on the web for our next quarterly meeting at noon, 
Thursday, March 4. 

Our guest virtual speaker is Chris Strand from Careage Home Health who will talk about home health care.

Virtual meetings
Due to the COVID-19 pandemic and regulations against group in-person meetings, not to mention that all SPEEA 
facilities are closed to meetings, ERS is having virtual meetings over the web. We plan to again use the Zoom plat-
form, which enables computer attendance with audio and video as well as telephone-audio-only attendance.

We will email out the meeting invitations. Any members without computer connectivity may have difficulty in 
getting all the pertinent information, but we will do our best to keep everybody in the loop who wants to be in the 
loop. Given the data showing our demographics group is the most vulnerable to the most adverse effects of CO-
VID-19, this seems to be the only way to maintain ERS functioning for the duration.    

Investment meetings
Investment meetings are held on the third Thursday of odd months. We conduct the investment meetings by Zoom 
video conference. We email notices with the Zoom link to those who frequently attend the investment meetings. 
The March investment virtual meeting guest speaker is Kevin Hasslinger, CFP®, AAMS®, financial advisor with 
Edward Jones office in Kent.

Minutes from the December all-member virtual  meeting:
ERS President Tom McCarty called 
the meeting to order at 12:05 p.m. 
This was a “virtual” meeting via 
Zoom.  There were no special an-
nouncements, new members, or first-
time attendees. We had 50 attendees 
(or more) including all elected of-
ficers, many committee chairs, guest 
speakers Sabrina Go and Grayson 
Chester, and SPEEA staff member 
Karen McLean. Tom McCarty an-
nounced we had a quorum. 

Guest Speakers: Tom McCarty 
introduced our two guest speakers, 
Sabrina Go and Grayson Chester, 
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Participants at the ERS December quarterly meeting are shown above. The guest speakers, attorneys 
Sabrina Go and Grayson Chester, addressed wills, trusts and end of life documents.
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who are attorneys with the Rehberg Law Group. Their presentation was titled “Updating Wills, Trusts, and End-of-Life 
Documents and How They Are Impacted by COVID-19.” Sabrina and Grayson only do estate plans for the Rehberg 
Law Group. They consult with clients electronically but need to deal with a client in person to sign documents with a 
notary and witnesses. Attorneys do not like the idea of electronic notaries.

Sabrina and Grayson discussed the top 10 things we should consider when reviewing our estate plans. These are: (1) 
Have your goals and desires changed? (2) Are your documents more than four years old? (3) Have estate tax laws 
changed? (4) Have you gained or lost assets? (5) Has your marital status changed? (6) Do you want to change your ben-
eficiaries? (7) Are you facing unexpected life challenges? (8) Do you want to change your named agents? (9) Do you want 
to change the appointed guardian(s) of your minor children? (10) Have your advisors (i.e., CPA, financial planner, or at-
torney) changed? Sabrina and Grayson spent a considerable amount of time discussing each of these 10 questions, taking 
turns. The slides Sabrina and Grayson used are available at the ERS website under “Meetings.”

The Rehberg Law Group’s telephone numbers are 206-246-8772 and (toll-free) 877-246-8772. The website is at rehber-
glaw.com and the email address is contact@rehberglaw.com. Rehberg Law Group has offices in SeaTac and in Bellevue 
and is willing to work with anyone in the state of Washington. There is no charge for an initial consultation or for phone 
calls or email contacts.

Minutes: Jim Ewing’s minutes of our September membership meeting were approved as submitted.

President’s Report: Tom McCarty told us he had nothing special to report. 

Vice President: Dave Baine reported ERS has less income than in 2019 and lower expenses for food and for our newslet-
ter. 

Treasurer: Bob Ferguson reported we had $2,220.42 in checking, $21,509.53 in savings, and $20,195.79 in CDs. 
Our year-to-date expenses have been $7,515.50, our dues income has been $9,816, and our interest income has been 
$174.99.

Steering Board Chair:  Dwight Rousu reported we held a steering board virtual meeting on Nov. 17.

Committee and Rep Reports: 

Badges: Chair Dianne Osmialowski told us we had 21 attendees at our Sept. 3 meeting, and we had 44 attendees at 
this (Dec. 3) meeting.

Communications: Cochair Dave Westman told us slides shown in today’s presentation by Sabrina and Grayson have 
been posted on our website. Dave added that financial reports for the last two years have been approved and are posted 
on our website. 

Governing Documents: Tom McCarty reported that the steering board changed the ERS policy manual to authorize 
the steering board to schedule virtual meetings (e.g., Zoom) in lieu of in-person meetings at SPEEA halls. The revised 
policy manual will be posted on our website.

Membership:  Chair John Neller reported as of Dec. 2, we had 909 members, of whom 104 last paid dues for 2018 or 
earlier. Membership for 2020 NRLN dues is 793 and 57 members receive print ERS newsletters. 

Program: Chair Dave Watt asked us to contact him if we have an idea for a program at a quarterly membership meet-
ing.

NRLN Representative: Steve Ellis told us NRLN members are waiting to learn what happens in the Senate election in 
Georgia. If Republicans retain control of the United States Senate, we may have problems with Social Security, Medi-
care, the Affordable Care Act (ACA), and the security of our pensions.

(continued on page 3)
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http://www.engineeringretirees.org/meetings/Rehberg_Top_10_EP_Items_To_Review.pdf
http://www.rehberglaw.com
http://www.rehberglaw.com
mailto:contact%40rehberglaw.com?subject=
http://engineeringretirees.org/meetings/Rehberg_Top_10_EP_Items_To_Review.pdf
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Investments: Cochair Dave Watt told us our next virtual investment meeting would be Jan. 21, and he was not yet 
certain who our speaker would be. 

Pensions: Chair Dave Westman said he is studying how the Biden administration might affect the safety of our pen-
sions.

Service: Chair Dick Beham told us Bluebills have been holding monthly virtual meetings via Zoom. Dwight Rousu 
added there was a one-page article about Bluebills in our December ERS newsletter.

Nominations and Elections: Chair Steve Ellis conducted our annual election, in which Tom McCarty and Jim Ewing 
were reelected as president and secretary respectively and without opposition.

Social and Refreshments: Cochairs John Meeker and Steve Ellis sadly reported they could not provide any sandwiches 
or cookies today (unless your browser accepts cookies).

Legislative & Public Affairs: Chair Dwight Rousu reported he and several other ERS members have been attending 
SPEEA Northwest and national virtual L&PA committee meetings.

SPEEA Liaison: Tom McCarty said SPEEA did not receive updates on members from The Boeing Company for some 
time, but these updates have resumed. After Jan. 1, 2021, letters from SPEEA to new retirees will include information 
about ERS. 

Sunshine Committee: Cochair Myrv Johansen said he learned of the passing of Richard E. Murphy and Ken Frazier. 
(Ken was a former president of ERS). Myrv added he was aware of 13 members whose deaths were reported this year. 

Travel: Chair Jessica Bonebright recommended we postpone travel until we are vaccinated for COVID-19.

Old Business: Normally, SPEEA mails ERS members a notice to pay our annual ERS dues early in the year. SPEEA 
mails a second notice to members who do not respond to the first notice. In 2020, however, SPEEA never sent out the 
second notice. Tom McCarty told us in 2021, SPEEA would resume the normal schedule for notices about dues.

New Business:  Dave Baine presented the 2021 ERS budget approved by the Steering Board. The budget includes 
$10,650 in income and $14,568 in expenses. We are not required to spend everything included in the budget, which in-
cludes $900 for charities. We approved the budget by voice vote. We then discussed and approved a motion to give $50 
to each of the six charities to which we donated $50 early this year and, in addition, to donate $300 to the SPEEA Cares 
fund. The six charities to which we donated $50 (each) early this year were Millionair Club Charity, Northwest Harvest, 
Meals on Wheels, Renton Food Bank, Food Lifeline, and Puget Sound Labor Agency.

Tom McCarty read the ERS meeting schedule for 2021, as follows: quarterly membership meetings on March 4, June 
3, Sept. 2, and Dec 2; investment meetings on Jan. 21, March 18, May 20, July 15, Sept. 16, and Nov. 18; and Steering 
Board meetings Feb. 25, May 27, Aug. 26, and Nov. 16.

The meeting adjourned at 3:35 p.m. The next Steering Board virtual meeting is scheduled for Feb. 25, at 11 a.m. The 
next quarterly membership virtual meeting is scheduled for March 4, at noon. 

Minutes Respectfully submitted, James M. Ewing, Secretary magna cum laude

President's Corner --         
Well, here we are started into the new year, and I’m sure I’m not the only one hoping this year will be a lot better 
than last year. I have children and grandchildren who, as essential workers, have been greatly impacted by the CO-
VID restrictions including layoffs, work restrictions and concerns about workplace safety. 

- Continued from Page 2

(continued on page 4)
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As of this writing most of us in ERS are now eligible to get our COVID vaccinations but getting an appointment is 
difficult and frustrating. That should get better week-by-week as the vaccine deliveries and distribution ramps up. I 
went online early and got my first shot, and I am hoping I can get the second shot when required.

As I look out my window today, I can see the snow piled up. I always think of the snowstorms and the snow days 
off when I was a kid. Like many of us, I have always felt we got a lot more snow back then. I can remember running 
outside in the morning after a big snowfall and the snow was chest deep. I haven’t seen chest deep snow since I was 
in the second grade. Of course, I was a lot shorter then.

I saw the recent notice of former AFL-CIO 
President John Sweeney’s passing at 86 years 
and remembered the day he came to support 
our strike 21 years ago. It was the last day of 
February, which was the 29th since 2000 was 
a leap year. I had the opportunity to meet 
with John on several occasions. John was a 
tireless advocate for working men and wom-
en, and he helped galvanize labor’s support 
for our landmark strike against The Boeing 
Company. Much has changed in 21 years, 
but what remains unchanged is the need to 
constantly advocate for the rights of working 
men and women. 

We will also need to remain aware of the 
seemingly constant erosion of retiree pro-
tections. The ERS provides a way to stay informed and advocate for retiree interests. The COVID lockdown has 
hampered but not stopped our ability to communicate and connect with all our members. 

We are planning to get our dues renewal notices in the mail shortly. I hope you will stick with us and continue your 
membership and send that $15 check when you hear from us. Thank you – Tom

Editor’s Corner 
2020 was a year when many wanted to crawl into a corner, rather than write a ‘corner.’ A pandemic, big areas of 
states on fire, unemployment, sedition riots were a few reasons. There is finally some movement focused on actions 
to fend off COVID, a move toward fact-based actions to lessen climate chaos and adopt policies addressed to help 
people in all strata of society.

In these times when rapid and significant changes are needed to protect our planet and society for ourselves, our 
children and grandchildren, we can support those changes as well as protecting programs for retirees and seniors, all 
in accordance with our ERS mission and purpose.  

We should be watching to ensure there is health care both for getting vaccines and for those people with after-effects 
from COVID-19 and all its variants. Protecting Medicare and protecting our Medicare supplement insurance 
should be a core focus, especially when federal and state budgets are stressed, and politicians may be looking for 
ways to cut expenses. 

- Continued from Page 3

(continued on page 5)

Shown here are former AFL-CIO president John Sweeney, left, and ERS President 
Tom McCarty on the SPEEA picket line of 2000. McCarty met Sweeney several times, 
but the strike was the most memorable. 

http://engineeringretirees.org/about.html
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Clean air and water, wildlands and wildlife are things to enjoy in retirement, and they are being threatened as never 
before. And we have learned we cannot take for granted we will have a functioning democracy decided upon by a 
well-informed citizenry to act to affect all our goals for people and the planet.  

Was that little discourse high level enough? Here is a look at some of the specific issues in the news with some of the 
organizations that advocate for retirees.  

The National Retiree Legislative Network (NRLN), in addition to the usual issues, is concerned single employer-
pensions may be in danger of being underfunded due to laws prescribing 25-year interest rate assumptions in their 
financing when current interest rates are near zero. If the pensions get underfunded, the protection from the Pen-
sion Benefit Guaranty Corporation (PBGC) may eventually be at risk also. We each should respond to the action 
alert that NRLN just sent out, which can also be accessed here if you have not acted on this yet.

The National Committee to Preserve Social Security & Medicare (NCPSSM) has composed a letter to President 
Biden advocating multiple protections and improvements in these programs for seniors. The letter can be accessed 
here. 

Social Security Works (SSW) has been advocating cleaning out the administration of the Social Security Adminis-
tration, as well as reducing drug prices.

It is good to have several organizations working on retiree issues to help us be well informed senior citizens and help 
focus some of our actions.

(For those receiving a print copy of this newsletter, the links are live in the newsletter posted at engineeringretirees.org.) 

-  Dwight

National Retiree Legislative Network (NRLN)
Current NRLN postings and actions can be found on the NRLN.org website. Steve Ellis is our ERS contact to 
NRLN. The ERS pays a reduced group membership rate of $3 per paid member as a major part of our NRLN part-
nership. 

If you have the ability and desire to support the NRLN at a higher level, you can also become an individual mem-
ber. You can read details on policy issues by Ctrl-clicking on the NRLN website. There are also white papers and 
talking point papers posted on the www.nrln.org site.  

Service Corner
Many of us already volunteer in our communities or local organizations, but we have an ERS Services Committee 
chaired by Dick Beham, who is active in the Bluebills, a service organization of all Boeing retirees, engineering or 
not. See BlueBills.org. 

The Bluebills invite you to become an active Bluebill member and join their efforts. Together we can make a differ-
ence! Contacts:

• Central & South Puget Sound           Dick Beham  rsqdncr@foxinternet.com 

• North King & Snohomish County     Alan Rice             aerice77@yahoo.com  

• Olympic Peninsula     Clinton Webb cwebb91275@aol.com 

- Continued from Page 4

https://www.nrln.org/SE.html#/
https://www.ncpssm.org/documents/letters-117th/letter-to-president-biden-on-improving-seniors-programs/
https://socialsecurityworks.org/2021/01/11/unions-advocates-to-hold-press-conference-calling-on-joe-biden-to-clean-house-at-the-social-security-administration-on-day-one/
http://www.engineeringretirees.org/
http://NRLN.org
https://nrln.org
https://www.nrln.org
http://BlueBills.org
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On the lighter side
It turns out when you are asked who your favorite child is, you are supposed to pick one of your 
own.  

The handle on your recliner does not qualify as an exercise machine.

Gardening season is off to a great start. I planted myself in front of a TV a month ago, and I have 
already grown markedly.

The number of jokes about Corona virus have reached worrying numbers. Scientists fear we are in 
a pun-demic.

Single women come home, see what is in the fridge and go to bed. Married women come home, 
see what's in the bed and go to the fridge.

Why do banks leave the vault open, then chain the pens to the counter?

Why do we leave cars worth thousands of dollars in our driveway and lock our worthless junk in 
the garage?

Why is the man who invests your money called a broker?

Why are they called "apartments" when they are all stuck together?

If flying is so safe, why do they call the airport the terminal?

Please note: The post-apocalyptical fiction section has been moved to Current Affairs.

Adam & Eve: The first ones to ignore Apple terms and conditions.

If you ever want to go out with an old boyfriend, I am about as old as they get.

My mind is like my internet browser – 19 tabs are open, three of them are frozen, and I have no 
idea where the music is coming from.

When you said life would get back to normal after June, Julyed.
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Volunteers who make it all happen
Elected officers

President Vice President Secretary Treasurer Steering Board Chair

Tom McCarty Dave Baine James Ewing Bob Ferguson Dwight Rousu

ERS SPEEA Contact ................. Kaitlin Plunkett
206-674-7361 
kaitlinp@speea.org

Appointed Committee Chairs and Reps
Badges .........................................Dianne Osmialowski 
Calling ........................................OPEN / Dave Watt
Communications (website) ........David Westman / Stan Lind
Finance .......................................Stuart Buchan
Governing Documents ...............Tom McCarty
Insurance ....................................OPEN / Dave Watt
Investments ................................Dave Watt / Ken Kuehnl
Legislative & Public Affairs .......Dwight Rousu / Dave Watt
Membership ...............................John Neller
Nominations & Elections ..........Steve Ellis
NRLN Liaison ............................Steve Ellis
Pension .......................................David Westman
Programs ....................................OPEN / Dave Watt
Refreshments ..............................John Meeker / Steve Ellis
Service (Bluebills) ......................Dick Beham
Social  .........................................Steve Ellis
SPEEA Liaison ...........................Tom McCarty
Sunshine .....................................Joan and Myrv Johansen
Travel ..........................................Jessica Bonebright 

We need VOLUNTEERS for the chair OPEN-ings listed above.

Boeing online access
Boeing help for Worklife is at 1-866-473-2016.

mailto:kaitlinp%40speea.org?subject=
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Engineering Retirees Society
15205 52nd Ave. S
Seattle, WA 98188

Nostalgia - from our photo archives 
A quarterly membership meeting is shown above at the SPEEA Hall in Tukwila along with pizza, poinsettias, prizes, and 
people in person prior to the pandemic. Zoom meetings have their advantages, too. Maybe we should contemplate a large 
combo if things get back to normal. Stay healthy. - The Editor


