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ENGINEERING RETIREES NEWSLETTER

Join us for our next quarterly meeting at 
the Tukwila SPEEA Hall at 12 noon, Thurs-
day, Sept. 7. This will be our once-a-year 

“ladies day!” So guys, this means you are sup-
posed to bring your wife or partner or dear 
friend, perhaps all wrapped up in one. There 
will be a small lunch followed by the business 
meeting and a special presentation. 

Our special presentation speaker is Linda 

Fairbanks. She has been a long-term care (LTC) 
evaluator in California, a registered nurse who 
is board certifi ed in gerontology, and currently 
works as a consulting nurse. She will talk about 
what to expect, how to prepare, qualifying for 
LTC and available facilities. 

Parking at SPEEA is limited. Take transit, carpool 
if possible, or park nearby and walk. Street park-
ing is available on 53rd Ave S, south and east of SPEEA, about a one-minute walk. Try to save the closest parking spots for 
our less mobile members. 

ERS investment meetings are held at the SPEEA Tukwila offi  ce on the third Thursday of odd months. We start at noon 
with a light lunch followed at 12:30 p.m. with a presentation on investment planning, estate planning or other fi nancial 
subjects. Our speaker for Sept. 21 is Don Bertrand of Financial Engine Advisors who manages the Boeing Voluntary In-
vestment Plan (VIP). He will talk about managing the options of your VIP account in retirement. Bring your questions. All 
members, pre-retirees, and your partners are invited to attend. Make a note, we will send a reminder to previous attend-
ees to the investment meetings. Feel free to bring friends. 

ERS President Dave Watt called the meeting to order at 12:28 p.m. in the Tukwila SPEEA hall.

Good of the Society: The following people signed in as fi rst-time attendees, guests, or new members: Mitzi McNall, 
Cammie Trulson, Sue Tadych, Greg Thomas, Shahab Sadigh, James Utz, Arvind Kapadia, and Dave Baine. When Dave Watt 
invited new members to introduce themselves, Greg Thomas and Dave Baine told us they were new members. 

Minutes: Minutes of the March 2017 quarterly meeting were approved as printed.

Guest Speakers: Dave Watt introduced our guest speaker, Madeline Gauthier, who is an estate planning attorney in Bel-
levue and the author of ‘Where There’s a Will, There’s a Way.’ Madeline will release another book soon. Madeline’s presen-
tation was about wills, living trusts, taxes, powers of attorney, healthcare directives, and planning for the ones you love.

Madeline told us Washington state has an intestacy statute that determines how an estate is distributed when a resident 
dies without a will. Many of us would not want our estate to be distributed in the manner prescribed by the statute. To 
avoid this, Madeline urged each of us to discuss our wishes with a qualifi ed estate planning attorney and arrange for a 
will, living trust, or other legal document to specify what should happen to our estate when we die.

Madeline discussed the ramifi cations of community property. Washington is one of eight community property states. 
Community property is what is earned in a community property state by two people when they are married, in some 
cases even if they have not obtained a state marriage license. Madeline also talked about how to avoid or minimize state 
and federal inheritance taxes.

Sept. 7, 2017

Minutes of the June ERS quarterly meeting (in case you were traveling in Spain):
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Madeline discussed second marriages, legal domestic partners, and domestic partners with no legal relationship. She 
warned us state laws may treat domestic partners diff erently in diff erent states. Madeline encouraged prenuptial agree-
ments.

Madeline talked about living trusts, which are expensive, and special-needs trusts. She urged us to keep our benefi ciary 
designations current, since they supersede a will. She also urged each of us to have a Health Care Directive, a Health Care 
Power of Attorney, and a General Durable Power of Attorney.

Madeline Gauthier’s telephone number is (425) 637-3019, her email address is madelinegauthier@msn.com, and her 
website is www.madelinegauthier.com.

President’s Report: Dave Watt told us there had been fi ve SPEEA retirement seminars in May and that someone from ERS 
had spoken at four of these seminars.

Vice President’s Report:  Tom McCarty reported he had prepared the 2017 ERS budget. As SPEEA liaison, he is working 
with SPEEA to develop a process for ERS members to sign up as associate members of SPEEA without our members pay-
ing dues to SPEEA.

Treasurer’s Report: Jim Gillan, our treasurer, was in Montana. Dave Watt told us we had $1,868.01 in checking, 
$17,041.07 in savings, and $20,034.50 in CDs.

Steering Board Chair’s Report: Dwight Rousu reported he prepared our June Engineering Retirees Newsletter. Dwight 
invited members to send him information to include in future newsletters. Dwight noted the report on the annual 
National Retirees Legislative Network (NRLN) conference he and Dave Watt attended is on our website, at 
www.engineeringretirees.org.

Committee and Rep Reports: 

Badges: Tom Mechler reported we had 56 noses at the meeting, 42 of whom had signed in.

Service: Millard Battles urged us to volunteer in our communities and to join Bluebills, which has no dues and receives 
support from The Boeing Company. Millard promised to tell us more about Bluebills in future editions of the Engineer-
ing Retirees Newsletter. (See pages 5-6 of this issue)

Calling Committee: Chair Dave Watt said the Calling Committee needs more volunteers. 

Investments: Dave Watt told us the next investment meeting was scheduled for July 20.

Governing Documents, Communications Co-chair, Pensions, L&PA: No reports.

Membership: John Neller reported we had 867 people on our membership list, of whom 795 had paid dues for 2016 or 
later. 

Sunshine Committee:  Dwight Rousu gave a report for Joan and Myrv Johansen, who could not attend the meeting. 
Dwight reported the passings of Roland Irwin, Richard Balash, Walter Blair, Richard Black, Leonard Bartosik, Edward A. 
Delanty, and Chester Lee Cullers.

ARA Liaison: Harvey Kriloff  told us that President Trump had just withdrawn the United States from the Paris climate-
change agreement. Harvey also told us about an article in the Sunday New York Times titled, “Is China Outsmarting 
America in Artifi cial Intelligence?”

The meeting was adjourned at 2:08 p.m. The next Steering Board meeting is scheduled for Aug. 31; the next quarterly 
meeting is scheduled for Sept. 7, both in the Tukwila SPEEA hall.

Respectfully submitted,  James M. Ewing, Secretary
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President’s Corner - Dave Watt  

Personal notes: Hi All! The middle of July, Romayne and I spent a week in the Buff alo, NY, area visiting family. The fi rst 
week in August, we took our three granddaughters to Wapato Point on Lake Chelan. Aug. 11-12, we were in Sheridan, 
Wyoming, for my 60th high school reunion. We hope you are able to visit with family this summer.

ERS Notes: At the June Quarterly meeting, our speaker was Madeline Gauthier (see above). At the end of her presen-
tation, she awarded four or fi ve copies of her book to the fi rst to answer her quiz questions. She went to her car and 
brought in additional copies for others wanting one copy. The Steering Board thought it was appropriate to give Mad-
eline an honorarium of $120.

During the month of August, the Calling Committee is contacting 670 pre-retirees. We believe they have retired but have 
yet to join ERS. We will follow up our phone calls with a note and a membership application form attachment to the email 
of our August newsletter. The application form is also on our website www.engineeringretirees.org under Membership.  

If you don’t remember whether you paid your 2017 $15 dues, ask Michelle Stanley at SPEEA, (206) 674-7371. Mail applica-
tions or dues to ERS, 15205 52nd Ave South, Seattle, WA 98188.

For the most up-to-date ERS information, check the ERS website www.engineeringretirees.org. Click on ‘ENTER ERS 
WEBSITE and on the next page, you will see header links for meeting dates, newsletters, and other items of interest. Select 
which you want (such as NEWSLETTER).

--Dave Watt, ERS President

Steering Board Chair, Newsletter editor and L&PA report - Dwight Rousu

With the rapid fi re action in Washington, D.C., on issues strongly aff ecting seniors such as Social Security (SS), health care 
that includes Medicare and Medicaid, fi duciary responsibility and ERISA pension protection, one needs a daily newsletter 
rather than a quarterly one, as things get quickly out of date. Today (July 31, 2:39 p.m.) some of the status items are:

• Speaker Paul Ryan is still pushing his plan to privatize Medicare by way of vouchers, which could drastically 
 reduce Medicare protections over time.   

• Senator Bernie Sanders is preparing a bill to make single-payer health care the law of the land.

• The American Retirees Association (ARA) is advocating larger SS cost-of-living adjustments, Medicare negotiating  
 of drug costs, and is in opposition of Ryan’s voucher plan.

• The AARP, besides selling insurance, has become more politically active in fi ghting the repeal of the Aff ordable  
 Care Act, and on other political issues.

The National Committee to Preserve Social Security and Medicare (NCPSSM) has been busy studying and lobbying on the 
same issues. Try to be currently informed and active with the NRLN and any of the above organizations at a time when 
tax cuts for the super rich are being proposed along with drastic cuts to programs providing support to the elderly and 
vulnerable. So far, resistance has had some success; stay vigilant and active.

National Retiree Legislative Network (NLRN)  

A Joint Letter to ERS Members:

The NRLN lobbies in Washington, D.C., on behalf of ERS members and all retirees. In March 2017, ERS offi  cers Dave Watt 
and Dwight Rousu joined 30 other leaders of the NRLN, retiree associations, and chapters to ask legislators to support 
key parts of the NRLN’s legislative agenda on Capitol Hill.  ERS has an organizational membership in the NRLN. Making an 
individual membership contribution in addition to this will help the NRLN better advocate to protect retirement income 
security and reduce health care costs.

Dave, Dwight and other NRLN members met with representatives, senators and staff  members in 70 meetings on the fol-
lowing issues, which the NRLN continues to advocate on Capitol Hill:

(continued on page 4)
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• Passage of bills to reduce the cost of prescription drugs through importation of safe and lower-priced drugs from  
 Canada and to allow Medicare to negotiate the price of prescription drugs.

• Retain in any repeal/replacement of the Aff ordable Care Act what has been benefi cial to Medicare participants,  
 including: annual wellness examinations and closing the Medicare Part D donut hole. We also advocate seniors  
 have protection for pre-existing conditions and catastrophic (maximum out-of-pocket) medical expenses.

• Request legislation to require pension plan sponsors to obtain approval from the Pension Benefi t Guaranty 
 Corporation (PBGC) and the Internal Revenue Service (IRS) before combining one or more poorly funded pension  
 plans with one or more previously well-funded pension plans. 

• Request legislation to give the PBGC more authority to better protect the interests of retirees when there are   
 mergers, acquisitions and spin-off s – particularly in the case of foreign ownership.

At the time this is written, House Speaker Paul Ryan still wants to privatize Medicare with his “premium support” plan. 
NRLN has worked against privatizing Medicare since 2010 when Ryan introduced his “voucher” plan, which passed the 
House in 2011, but died in the Senate. Back then, the Congressional Budget Offi  ce’s analysis of that voucher plan con-
cluded that turning Medicare over to private insurance would result in seniors paying twice as much for care, raise admin-
istrative costs and would not keep medical infl ation as low as traditional Medicare has done. President Trump is said to be 
considering eliminating the Social Security payroll tax which has funded Social Security since its inception in 1935. If he 
did that, he would need to fi nd another revenue stream. The NRLN will be tracking these issues.

How you can continue to help: Contact your members of Congress when an NRLN Action Alert is issued. Ask friends to 
sign up at www.nrln.org to receive NRLN emails. Please make a personal, annual contribution of $25, $50, $75 or more. 
Any amount you contribute is appreciated.  Write a check or money order and mail it with the Contribution Form below. 
Or make your contribution with a credit card at www.nrln.org by clicking the tabs “Join Us” and “Support the NRLN.”

-- Dave Watt, President, Engineering Retirees Society                -- Bill Kadereit, President, National Retiree Legislative Network

NRLN MEMBERSHIP CONTRIBUTION                      Engineering Retirees Society  

The NRLN is a nonprofi t, tax-exempt organization. Contributions are not tax deductible.

Name: ____________________________________________________________  Age: ___  under 55;   ___ 55 - 64;   ___ 65 or over

Address: ____________________________________ City: _________________   State: _____   ZIP code: __________

 Phone: _____________________  Email Address (if available): _____________________________________

 I draw my retirement benefi ts from _______________________________________________ (name of company)  

Mail this form with your check or money order (no cash please) for $25, $50, $75 or more (any amount will be appreciated)
payable to: NRLN, Inc., P.O. Box 18757, Washington, D.C. 20036-8757.

The NRLN website is accessible directly, or from the ERS website to review informational articles, contacts, and the NRLN 
legislative agenda.

ERS has partnered with NRLN to lobby Congress on retiree issues. This grassroots network is a powerful tool for all of our 
members to take part. Please make a commitment to respond to Action Alerts addressing retiree issues. There is power 
in the quantity of responses. If you are not receiving the alerts, please go to www.nrln.org to sign up or update your 
information. Responding to Action Alerts to Congress is very easy. Based on ZIP codes, our senators and representatives 
are automatically displayed. Revise the sample letter as little or as much as you wish, review changes and send. A person-
alized title and message in the letter is likely to get a little more attention. 

Editor’s note - The following is a special information section on the Bluebill volunteer organization to inform any of our 
ERS members of opportunities for joining with the Bluebills in volunteering in their community.
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Who are the Bluebills?  

The Bluebill was a name chosen by Bill Boeing as the name of the fi rst airplane 
built by Boeing in 1915. It was named after a duck found on Lake Washington.  But 
not to duck the question...  

Today, Bluebills is a Boeing-supported organization of retirees, spouses, friends 
and other volunteers who work with local agencies and schools. There are current-
ly three chapters of Bluebills improving the communities where our retirees live.

The purpose of the Bluebills is to provide opportunities for Boeing retirees to use 
their time, talents, energy, skills, knowledge and experience to improve the quality 
of life in their respective communities and thereby to enhance their own lives.

Heritage Chapter (Supporting King and Pierce Counties)

The fi rst chapter of Bluebills, Heritage, formed in 1994. As the largest chapter, they 
support a wide range of volunteer activities for 501(c)(3) (non-profi t) agencies as 
well as our retirees who need help. Since 2001, Heritage has volunteered more 
than 50,000 hours each year. Programs focus on school support and needs, USO, 
sewing projects (mittens, scarves, hats, blankets, quilts, etc.) for support to Cancer 
Care Alliance, Fred Hutchinson and hospitals. Monthly chapter meetings feature 
interesting speakers plus other activities. A Boeing-sponsored dinner is given each 
year to recognize individuals who have contributed substantial service.

Sno-King Chapter (Supporting Everett and North King County)

Sno-King was formed in 1995 so retired Boeing employees in Snohomish County and north King County could enjoy be-
ing a Bluebill and volunteer time and skills helping their communities. The many volunteer projects include distributing 
Christmas gifts and food to needy families, sewing quilts and clothing for various charities, repacking hundreds of science 
kits used in Everett school classrooms, building a play airplane for Imagine Children’s Museum and providing docents for 
Flying Heritage Collection.

Olympic Peninsula Chapter (Supporting Kitsap, Jeff erson and Clallam Counties)                                           

Our programs focus on helping the elderly and disabled by building ramps, installing grab bars and making other fall-
prevention changes to their homes. We also distribute goods from World Vision, provide school supplies, and work to 
help the homeless and victims of domestic violence.

(continued on page 6)

Imagine Children’s Museum

Our chapter built more than 500 ramps.

Delivering school supplies

Flying Heritage Collection

Warehousing goods from World Vision

The original “Bluebill”
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ENGINEERING RETIREES SOCIETY SERVICE COMMITTEE

Volunteer Because You Care

For those who want to help their fellow retirees and neighbors

For more information about each chapter, go to www.bluebills.org and contact any of the following:

ERS Service Committee Rep

Millard Battles

Phone: (253) 876-6481
Email: mtbattles@aol.com

Central Bluebill Chair Heritage Chapter

Norma Vaughn

Phone: (425) 432-7139
Email: abbyrose00@msn.com

Jim Orchekowsky

Phone: (425) 269-1413
Email: mjorchy@icloud.com

Olympic Peninsula Chapter

Barbara Berthiaume

Phone: (360) 437-0423
Email: barbara.berthiaume@gmail.com

Bob Keever

Phone: (360) 779-1203
Email: stableguy@hotmail.com

Sno-King Chapter

Bob Krull 
Phone: (360) 691-2210

Email: sobison@aol.com

Stan Shipley

Phone: (425) 487-2533
Email: ship38@comcast.net

The Central Bluebill offi  ce is located at:
Boeing South Park Complex

Building 15-35, Door E-3, Room B1F12
Phone: (206) 544-6286
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Elected offi  cers

President .................................................................. Dave Watt (425) 868-5603
Vice President ........................................................ Tom McCarty
Secretary................................................................... James Ewing
Treasurer  ................................................................. Jim Gillan
Steering Board Chair .......................................... Dwight Rousu

ERS SPEEA Contact .............................................. Michelle Stanley (206) 674-7371 michelles@speea.org

Appointed Committee Chairs and Reps

ARA Liaison ..............................................................Harvey Kriloff 
Badges ........................................................................Tom Mechler  
Calling .........................................................................OPEN (temporary Dave Watt)
Communications (website) ...............................David Westman/ Stan Lind
Finance .......................................................................Stuart Buchan
Governing Documents ........................................Gene Blackman
Insurance ...................................................................OPEN

Investments .............................................................Dave Watt / Ken Kuehnl
Legislative & Public Aff airs ...............................Dwight Rousu / Dave Watt
Membership .............................................................John Neller
Nominations & Elections ...................................OPEN (temporary Dave Watt)
NRLN Liaison ............................................................Dave Watt
Pension .......................................................................David Westman
Programs ...................................................................OPEN / Dave Watt
Refreshments ..........................................................OPEN / John Meeker
Service ........................................................................Millard Battles
Social ...........................................................................OPEN

SPEEA Liaison ..........................................................Tom McCarty
Sunshine ....................................................................Joan Johansen
Taxation .....................................................................Rick Terney 
Travel ..........................................................................Jessica Bonebright 

We still need volunteers to chair the Calling, Insurance, Nominations, Programs, Refreshments and Social 

committees. In addition, we need committee members for Refreshments and Calling. Call Dave Watt to 

share the load.

Volunteers who make it all happen
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Engineering Retirees Society
15205 52nd Avenue S
Seattle, WA 98188

On the lighter side

Or well-engineered antiques.


