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Join us on the web for our next quarterly meeting Thursday, Sept. 3, at noon. Due to the COVID-19 pandemic and regula-
tions regarding larger in-person meetings, not to mention all SPEEA facilities are closed to meetings, ERS is having virtual 

meetings over the web.

Virtual quarterly meeting
We plan to again use the Zoom platform, which enables computer attendance with audio and video, or allows telephone audio-
only attendance. We will email the meeting invitations. Any members without computer connectivity may have difficulty in get-
ting all the pertinent information, but we will do our best to keep everybody in the loop who wants to be in the loop. Given the 
shelter in place orders, along with the data showing our demographics group is the most vulnerable to the most adverse effects 
of COVID-19, this seems to be the only way to maintain ERS functioning for the duration. Parking at SPEEA should not be a 
problem.

Guest speaker
Our speaker at the September quarterly meeting will be Aaron Katz, principal lecturer, School of Public Health, University of 
Washington. His presentation is “What the Pandemic Reveals About Our Health Care System.”  

Investment meetings
Investment meetings are usually held on the third Thursday of odd months. We expect to conduct the investment meetings by 
Zoom video conference. We plan to email links to those who frequently attend the investment meetings.

Our first Zoom investment meeting, July 16, featured a presentation on “10 Financial Tips for Navigating Uncertain Times,” 
with representatives of Badgley Phelps. The next Zoom investment meeting is scheduled for Sept. 17 with Doug Myers from 
Edward Jones. Myers’ presentation is “Outsmarting the Scammers.”

Minutes from the June all-member virtual meeting
The June 4 quarterly membership meeting was a virtual meeting 
using Zoom. ERS President Tom McCarty started the meeting 
at noon. 
Attendees included Steve Ellis, Jim Ewing, Bob Ferguson, Stan 
Lind, Tom McCarty, John Neller, Dianne and Joe Osmialowski, 
Dwight Rousu, Dave Watt, Dave Westman, Jim Biladeau, Hank 
Myers, Mike Lowery, Dave and Pam Griffith, Steve Barrick, Janice 
and Russ Ashleman, David Querubin, Kathy Hergert, Ken Kwong, 
Walter Ditlefsen, and Erich Koehler. This was the first quarterly 
membership meeting for Mike Lowery and David Querubin.
Approval of Minutes: Jim Ewing's minutes of the March quarterly membership meeting were approved as submitted.
President’s Report: Tom McCarty informed us The Boeing Company mailed notices about the Voluntary Investment Plan 
(VIP) changing to conform to the CARES Act and a required minimum distribution was not necessary for 2020. Tom added 
some SPEEA-represented employees were being laid off from The Boeing Com-
pany.
Vice President: Not present
Treasurer: Bob Ferguson reported we had $24,338.03 in checking and savings 
combined and $20,171.71 in CDs. Tom McCarty said SPEEA would soon mail 
us the membership renewal forms and checks.
Steering Board Chair: Dwight Rousu reported he has his sports car back after 
five months getting a paint job and is happy.
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The recent Steering Board meeting, via Zoom, was well attended and the June newsletter was sent out and is available on our 
website at www.engineeringretirees.org.
Committee and Rep Reports: 

Badges: Chair Dianne Osmialowski told us 28 people, including two first-time attendees, had signed in at our March quarterly 
membership meeting. 
Membership: Chair John Neller told us we dropped members who last paid dues for 2015 or 2016. We now have 909 members, of 
whom 618 have paid dues for 2020.
Program: Chair Dave Watt asked whether we want a speaker at our September quarterly membership meeting. Dave suggested we 
first see how a virtual investment meeting goes in July, if we have one.
Investments: Cochair Dave Watt reported we were not having investment meetings because of the pandemic but we might be able 
to have virtual investment meetings via Zoom. 
Communications: Cochair Dave Westman reported our website is up to date.
Pensions: Chair Dave Westman told us our whole national pension system is under stress because of the pandemic. 
Nominations and Elections: Chair Steve Ellis told us we would elect an ERS president and a secretary in December, and he 
planned to call members for volunteers, if necessary, to fill these offices. 
Social and Refreshments: Tom McCarty appointed Steve Ellis as Refreshments Co-chair with John Meeker. 
Legislative & Public Affairs (L&PA): Chair Dwight Rousu told us members of the SPEEA National L&PA Committee were dis-
cussing related issues in their Zoom meetings. He also reported President Trump's proposed 2021 budget includes huge cuts to Social 
Security. Dwight added the National Retiree Legislative Network (NRLN) has been cooperating with other advocacy groups such as 
AARP and the National Committee to Preserve Social Security and Medicare (NCPSSM) to lobby against cuts to Social Security and 
Medicare. Dwight also pointed out if someone enrolls in a Medicare Advantage plan and needs a medical specialist, the specialist he 
needs may not be in the plan's network, so the cost is paid out of pocket.
SPEEA Liaison: Tom McCarty reported we are using SPEEA's Zoom account without charge.
NRLN Liaison: Chair Steve Ellis reported at the Steering Board meeting we submitted names and email addresses of our members 
to NRLN so we can receive updates of information affecting retirees. Steve noted any ERS member may choose on the NRLN web-
site not to receive email messages from NRLN. Steve said Social Security and Medicare are under attack by some politicians. 
Sunshine Committee: Cochair Myrv Johansen missed the quarterly meeting but reported at the Steering Board meeting he had 
learned of two deaths since our last quarterly membership meeting: Umesh Nisargand and James O. Winter.
Service: Chair Dick Beham reported at the Steering Board the Bluebills held no meetings—neither real nor virtual—because of the 
pandemic.
Travel: Chair Jessica Bonebright at the Steering Board meeting recommended we enjoy online virtual travel during the pandemic.   

New Business: Tom McCarty wondered whether ERS should make a statement about pensions. Tom said the Steering Board will con-
sider this question. Tom told us our 2019 annual financial review has been delayed due to the pandemic. He said our treasurer should 
compile a one-page report on the financial information and submit the report to the Finance Committee.
Guest Speaker: There was no guest speaker at the June meeting.
The meeting was adjourned at 1:40 p.m. The next Steering Board meeting is scheduled for 11 a.m., Aug. 27. The next quarterly mem-
bership meeting is scheduled for noon, Sept. 3. 
Minutes respectfully submitted, James M. Ewing, Secretary magna cum laude

View meeting recording
If you would like to view the recording of the quarterly meeting, you can try the link, at https://drive.google.com/file/d/1KQn
ediSKjB7Tl6eqh1xQ_7nooSqkO0uU/view#_blank.

As this is new interfacing, the hope is you can just play the recording in the window that opens, but there are no guarantees. The 
meeting length is about an hour and 40 minutes.

President's Corner
The news lately has not been particularly good or encouraging. For the vast majority of our population, the pandemic has been 
the biggest challenge they ever had to face. I remember well the stories of my parents growing up in the Great Depression of the 
1930s and then the trauma and sorrow of the war years. (continued on page 3)
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There are some painful similarities between now and then. Families are suffering great economic hardship, and more are losing 
loved ones to the disease that's sweeping relentlessly across the land. I hate to strike such a somber note, but it's important for all 
of us to keep our defenses up. I won't go over the warnings, we all hear them often enough in the media. I realistically don't see 
much change for us in the near future, and I think it will take widespread immunizations before this pandemic is suppressed. I 
have great faith we will be able to conquer this virus just as we did smallpox, measles and polio. In fact, the war against smallpox 
was so successful, I was part of the last generation that needed to be vaccinated. My kids never got a smallpox vaccination since 
the threat has been eliminated in most places around the world.

For the foreseeable future, we will continue to host Zoom meetings like so many other organizations are doing. They are not 
nearly as satisfying as meeting our friends and associates in person, but it is the best we can do for now. It is very important to 
stay engaged and informed. I hope our Zoom meetings and the ERS newsletter help contribute to that effort while we endure 
this massive lockdown.

The economic impact on the aviation industry hits particularly close to home. It certainly looks as if the 737 MAX will return 
to flight status this fall, but deliveries will proceed slowly at first because of reduced airline demand as well as completing the 
modifications and certification of the parked aircraft. I want those jobs to grow and be there for the finest aerospace workers on 
the planet.

The other exciting events coming up this fall are the elections. It will look much different from anything we have experienced 
before, and it is even more important than ever to stay informed and exercise your right to vote.

Stay safe, stay healthy, and I hope to see you at the next ERS Zoom meeting.  

   -- Tom McCarty 

Editor's Corner
As we traverse through the high political season, it is timely to keep watch on the nexus of politics and our earned retirement 
benefits and issues that affect the health and wellbeing of us and descendants. Here are some of the issues various senior advocacy 
organizations are speaking to:

• Social Security Works (SSW): SSW has been advocating against any move to cut funding for Social Security by way of 
reducing the payroll taxes that pay for Social Security. They see that as a threat to the financial stability underlying Social 
Security, as a policy supported by some who would like to completely eliminate the Social Security program.

• National Committee to Preserve Social Security and Medicare (NCPSSM): NCPSSM has been advocating for raising the 
salary cap after which employees stop paying the payroll tax. This would improve the financial status of the Social Security 
funding. NCPSSM is also trying to raise interest in better coverage programs for long-term care. Long-term care is getting 
more expensive, and many seniors do not have sufficient funds nor insurance to cover themselves well.

• Kaiser Family: Kaiser is advocating better oversight of COVID-19 healthcare in nursing homes.
• National Retiree Legislative Network (NRLN): NRLN has a spectrum of issues which can be perused on its website. 

Among the issues, they are advocating against the proposed TRUST Act, which would fast track a committee behind closed 
doors to "protect the financial sustainability" of Social Security (SS) and Medicare (MC), which is strongly suspected to be 
an attempt to cut benefits currently in SS and MC. NRLN is celebrating some surprising pre-election progress on the costs 
of prescription drugs, such as allowing importing prescriptions from Canada, eliminating kickbacks from pharma to benefit 
managers and allowing emergency re-import of insulin. Progress is still being sought on the more significant issue of requir-
ing competitive bidding for drugs. NRLN is also protesting general funds from income tax being used to pay for bonuses 
and rebates to Medicare Advantage programs when such additional funding is not provided to the traditional Medicare fee 
for service program. This is seen as a political attempt to destroy traditional Medicare and turn all senior medical programs 
over to private insurance companies.

Elections have consequences. You may want to verify candidates support programs beneficial to yourself and others.

National Retiree Legislative Network (NRLN)
Current NRLN postings and actions can be found on the NRLN website. Steve Ellis is our ERS contact to NRLN. The ERS 
pays a reduced group-membership rate of $3 per paid member as a major part of our partnership. If you have the ability and de-
sire to support the NRLN at a higher level, you can also become an individual member of NRLN. You can read details on policy 
issues by clicking here or going to the NRLN website at www.nrln.org. There are also white papers and talking point papers 
posted on the website.
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Service Corner
Many of us already volunteer in our communities or local organizations, but we also have an ERS Services Committee cochaired 
by Dick Beham and Millard Battles mtbattles@aol.com. They are active in the Bluebills, a service organization of all Boeing 
retirees, engineering or not.    

The Bluebills invite you to become an active Bluebill member and join our efforts. Together we can make a difference!

Contacts
• Central & South Puget Sound - Dick Beham, rsqdncr@foxinternet.com 
• North King & Snohomish County - Alan Rice, aerice77@yahoo.com  
• Olympic Peninsula - Clinton Webb, cwebb91275@aol.com

Volunteers who make it all happen

On the lighter side
 » All my passwords are protected by amnesia.

 » Did you hear about the student who was afraid of nega-
tive numbers?  He would stop at nothing to avoid them.

 » I hate it when I see some really old geezer and then realize 
we went to high school together.

(And then, moving on to current events:)

 » I'm not adding this year to my age. I didn't use it.

 » How soon after waking up is it OK to take a nap?

 » I would have never believed that a few weeks of uncut 
hair would weigh 20 pounds, but that's what the scale 
says.

 » Husband and I went grocery shopping with masks, got 
home, took off masks, brought home wrong husband!! 
Stay alert, people!

 » Anyone else's car getting three weeks to the gallon?

 » The police want you to know running from them is not 
considered social distancing.

 » It is like being 16 again. Gas is cheap, and I'm grounded.

Elected officers

President .....................................Tom McCarty
Vice President .............................Dave Baine
Secretary ...................................... James Ewing
Treasurer  ....................................Bob Ferguson
Steering Board Chair ..................Dwight Rousu

ERS SPEEA Contact ...................Kaitlin Plunkett
206-674-7361 
kaitlinp@speea.org

Appointed Committee Chairs and Reps
Badges .........................................Dianne Osmialowski 
Communications (website) ........ David Westman / Stan Lind
Finance ........................................Stuart Buchan
Governing Documents ................Gene Blackman/Tom 
McCarty
Investments .................................Dave Watt / Ken Kuehnl
Legislative & Public Affairs ........Dwight Rousu / Dave Watt
Membership ................................ John Neller
Nominations & Elections ...........Steve Ellis
NRLN Liaison.............................Steve Ellis
Pension ........................................David Westman

 
Refreshments .............................. John Meeker
Service (Bluebills) .......................Millard Battles / Dick Beham 
SPEEA Liaison ............................Tom McCarty
Sunshine ...................................... Joan and Myrv Johansen
Travel ........................................... Jessica Bonebright 

We need VOLUNTEERS for the chair OPEN-ings listed and 
members for Calling and Refreshments.

Calling .........................................OPEN / Dave Watt
Insurance ....................................OPEN / Dave Watt
Programs .....................................OPEN / Dave Watt
Social ...........................................OPEN

Your elected officers from left: Dwight Rousu, Steering Board chair, James Ewing, secretary, 
Tom McCarty, president, and Bob Ferguson, treasurer. Inset is Dave Baine, vice president.


