
ERS Steering Board Meeting Minutes for August 27, 2020

Attendees were Dave Baine, Jessica Bonebright, Steve Ellis, Jim Ewing, Bob Ferguson, Joan and 
Myrv Johansen, Tom McCarty, John Meeker, John Neller, Dwight Rousu, Dave Watt, and Dave Westman.

ERS Steering Board Chair Dwight Rousu called the meeting to order at 11:02 a.m. This was a 
“virtual” meeting via Zoom. We determined that a quorum was present via Zoom.

Minutes: Jim Ewing’s minutes of the May 2020 ERS steering board meeting were approved as 
available.

President’s Report: Tom McCarty reported that the SPEEA staff were continuing to fulfill their 
duties as usual. The Boeing Company has been laying off many employees—a grim situation. SPEEA is no
longer having pre-retirement meetings and ERS has limited options for contacting pre-retirees or 
retirees who are not yet ERS members Tom promised to talk to Matt Kempf about how ERS might reach 
out to recently retired people who are eligible to join the society.

Treasurer’s Report: Bob Ferguson reported that we had $2517.88 in checking, $21,247.92 in 
savings, and $20,184.18 in CDs.

Vice President’s Report: Dave Baine told us that ERS has been spending less money than usual and 
that we should be able to keep within our 2020 budget.

Steering Board Chair’s Report: Dwight Rousu reported that he had prepared our September 
newsletter.

Committee Reports: Membership Chair John Neller told us that we had 912 members, of whom 
807 had last paid dues for 2019 or later. John added that we had 1203 people on our pre-retirees list. 
John said that SPEEA had not yet mailed a second membership renewal letter to members who had not 
yet responded to the first letter. Communications Cochair Dave Westman recommended that we 
consider using a Thunderbird account, which can be downloaded from the internet and is free, for our 
personal email. First, of course, we need to have an internet account provider such as Comcast.

NRLN Committee Chair Steve Ellis reported that members are receiving email messages from NRLN 
since ERS provided NRLN with the names and email addresses of ERS members. Programs Chair Dave 
Watt told us that the speaker for our September 2020 quarterly membership meeting would be Aaron 
Katz from the University of Washington School of Public Health. Dave said that he would find a speaker 
for our December quarterly membership meeting. Investments Cochair Dave Watt told us that the 
speaker for our September 17, 2020, investments meeting would be Doug Myers. Sunshine Cochair 
Myrv Johansen told us that he and Joan had nothing to report for the quarterly membership meeting.

Travel Chair Jessica Bonebright said that “virtual travel” is a great option at this time. SPEEA Liaison 
Chair Tom McCarty reported that he had been talking to the SPEEA staff about routine things and that 
SPEEA had sent some checks for members’ dues to Bob Ferguson. Tom promised to talk to Kaitlin 
Plunkett at SPEEA about any urgent issues. Communications Cochair Dave Westman told us that he is 
looking into a problem with the ERS website. L&PA (Legislative and Public Affairs) Chair Dwight Rousu 
reported that there had been a problem getting state support for people laid off from The Boeing 
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Company. Dwight believes that this is a fallout from our regressive state tax system. Pensions Chair Dave
Westman had no report. Governing Documents Chair Tom McCarty said there had been nothing to 
report since our last change to the documents. Nominations and Elections Chair Steve Ellis wondered 
how we would conduct our December election at a virtual meeting.

Unfinished Old Business: Tom McCarty promised that he would send us Bob Ferguson’s report on 
our ERS financial reviews. Tom said that we have been having problems collecting ERS dues for 2020 
because of the pandemic. John Neller and Bob Ferguson told us that they had received letters, 
ostensibly from The Boeing Company, offering to “freeze” their VIP accounts. This may be a scam for 
someone to get personal information.

The meeting was adjourned at 1:01 p.m. 

The next virtual steering board meeting is scheduled for November 17 at 11:00 a.m.

Respectfully submitted,

James M. Ewing, Secretary
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