
ERS Quarterly Membership Meeting Minutes for September 3, 2020

ERS President Tom McCarty called the meeting to order at 12:12 p.m. This was a “virtual” meeting 
via Zoom. All elected officers were present. Many of our committee chairs and cochairs were present, 
including Jessica Bonebright, Steve Ellis, John Neller, Dianne Osmialowski, Dave Watt, and Dave 
Westman. Other attendees included Joe Osmialowski (Dianne’s husband), Romayne Watt, Walt 
Didlefson, and our guest speaker, Aaron Katz. Tom determined that we had a quorum.

Guest Speaker: Dave Watt introduced our guest speaker, Aaron Katz, who recently retired from the
University of Washington School of Public Health. Aaron’s topic was the relationship between health 
insurance and work.

Aaron told us that more than half of the nonelderly population of the United States is normally 
covered by health insurance provided or subsidized by employers. This year, many people have become 
unemployed and lost their health insurance because of the COVID-19 pandemic. A major weakness in 
U.S. health insurance is that people lose insurance when they become unemployed.

In order to help people who need medical care for COVID-19, our Washington State insurance 
commissioner has required insurance companies to avoid a cost-sharing requirement for people 
suffering from COVID-19. The insurance commissioner’s requirement, however, will soon end. Hospitals’
budgets normally rely heavily on patient revenues, such as cost-sharing, and revenues from patients 
decreased substantially as hospitals prioritized care for patients with COVID-19. Aaron told us that in all 
previous recessions, healthcare employment remained constant. In 2020, however, total healthcare 
employment has decreased substantially (“tanked”) because of the pandemic. The viability of hospitals 
is now threatened because of COVID-19.

Aaron answered a number of questions from meeting attendees. Dave Westman told us that 
Aaron’s slides were available on our ERS website. Aaron told us that dentists’ offices were mainly closed,
except for urgent care, earlier this year because we did not know exactly how the virus was spread. We 
now know, however, that masks are very helpful in reducing the spread of COVID-19 and dentists’ 
offices have reopened, with dentists and their employees required to wear effective masks. Dentists are 
not doing high-pressure cleaning because that would spread the virus. Unlike many other viruses, this 
coronavirus is easily spread. Aaron told us that 40% of the U.S. population is not covered by employer-
provided health insurance. Aaron also said that many people over age 55 have very little savings for 
retirement and will not be able to afford healthcare when they retire.

Minutes: Jim Ewing’s minutes of our June 2020 quarterly membership meeting were approved as 
written.

President’s Report: Tom McCarty reported that he has been keeping in touch with SPEEA staff 
while very few members of the staff are in the office at any given time. SPEEA has made our virtual 
meetings on Zoom possible and convenient. However, we are missing the online meetings with SPEEA 
retirement seminars and it is difficult to reach pre-retirees. Tom told us that Boeing’s commercial 
airplanes group has laid off many SPEEA-represented employees, while the defense and space group has
retained employees who have security clearances. Tom added that the 737 MAX might reenter service 
this October.

Vice President’s Report: Dave Baine reported that ERS is living within the budget, in part because 
our 2020 food costs have been low.
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Treasurer’s Report: Bob Ferguson reported that we had $2517.88 in checking, $21,474.92 in 
savings, and $20,184.18 in CDs. Our year-to-date expenses have been $7190.85.

Steering Board Chair’s Report: Dwight Rousu reported that we held a steering board meeting on 
Thursday, August 27, and that we are still waiting for SPEEA to send those ERS members who have not 
yet paid dues for 2020 a second billing for 2020 dues.

Committee Reports: Badges Chair Dianne Osmialowski told us that we had 23 attendees at our 
June 4 “virtual” quarterly membership meeting and 21 attendees at our September 3 meeting. Tom 
McCarty informed us that the steering board had modified the policy manual to allow our current 
“virtual” meetings. Investments Cochair Dave Watt told us that ERS would have a “virtual” investment 
meeting on September 17 with Doug Myers from Edward Jones talking about “Outsmarting the 
Scammers.” Dave added that we had reverted to our previous schedule of having investment meetings 
on the third Thursday of odd-numbered months and that our last investment meeting in 2020 would be 
on November 19. Membership Chair John Neller reported that we had 912 members, of whom 809 had 
last paid dues for 2019 or later. Only 643 members, however, have last paid dues for 2020 or later.

Dwight Rousu reported for our friends at NRLN. President Trump is eliminating the Social Security 
payroll tax deduction, supposedly to stimulate the economy. However, many people suspect that this is 
part of the long-term Republican plan to eliminate Social Security, the best anti-poverty program we 
have ever had. Nominations and Elections Chair Steve Ellis confirmed that Tom McCarty and Jim Ewing 
will run for reelection as president and secretary, respectively. Pensions Chair Dave Westman told us 
that the money for our pensions is in a trust fund and should be secure if The Boeing Company goes 
bankrupt! Programs Chair Dave Watt promised that we would have a guest speaker at our December 
quarterly membership meeting.

We passed a motion to have Dave Westman send members a link to a Zoom meeting hosted by 
Representative Pramila Jayapal, “What Can We Expect After the Election?” The meeting is scheduled for 
noon on October 6. Tom McCarty expressed thanks to John Meeker and Steve Ellis for providing 
refreshments at meetings before the COVID-19 pandemic. Our sunshine cochairs, Joan and Myrv 
Johansen, were not at the meeting but had told us at the August steering board meeting that they had 
not learned of any member deaths since our last quarterly membership meeting. Legislative and Public 
Affairs (L&PA) Chair Dwight Rousu reported that ERS members had been attending SPEEA L&PA virtual 
meetings via Zoom. There is concern about people being laid off by The Boeing Company. Dwight said 
that if we want Washington State government to provide more help for unemployed citizens, we need 
to change the state’s regressive tax system. Travel Chair Jessica Bonebright recently watched Rick 
Steves’ “Fascism in Europe” television show and told us that Rick had described parallels between the 
rise of Hitler and Mussolini to the words and actions of Donald Trump.

There was no old business or new business.
The meeting was adjourned at 2:37 p.m. The next steering board meeting is scheduled for 

November 17 (a Tuesday) at 11:00 a.m. via Zoom. The next quarterly membership meeting is scheduled 
for December 3 at noon via Zoom.

Respectfully submitted,
James M. Ewing, Secretary   
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