
ERS Steering Board Meeting Minutes for November 17, 2020 

Attendees were Dave Baine, Dick Beham, Jessica Bonebright, Steve Ellis, Jim Ewing, Bob Ferguson, 
Joan & Myrv Johansen, Tom McCarty, John Meeker, John Neller, Dianne Osmialowski, Dwight Rousu, 
Dave Watt, and Dave Westman

The meeting was called to order by Steering Board Chair Dwight Rousu at 11:06 a.m. This was a 
virtual meeting via Zoom on the internet and by telephone. Dwight announced that we had a quorum, 
including all five elected officers. The agenda was approved as printed and emailed by consensus.

Minutes: Jim Ewing’s minutes of the August steering board meeting were approved by acclamation.

President’s Report: Tom McCarty reported that things were slow at the SPEEA office because of the
pandemic.

Vice President’s Report: Dave Baine reported that ERS had had low expenses since March.

Treasurer’s Report: Bob Ferguson reported that we had $2220.42 in checking, $21,509.53 in 
savings, and $20,195.79 in CDs. Our total assets in BECU are $43,925.74.

Steering Board Chair’s Report: Dwight Rousu reported that our December newsletter was finished 
but had not yet been mailed.

Committee Reports: Membership Chair John Neller told us that we had 791 members, including 64 
members who received our newsletter in paper by mail. Our NRLN representative, Steve Ellis, reported 
that we had not received information from NRLN lately and that he did not expect a 2021 spring fly-in. 
Programs Chair Dave Watt told us that we would have two lawyers from the Rehberg Law Group 
speaking at our December 3 quarterly membership meeting. Investments Cochair Dave Watt said that a 
specialist in Medicare, Rick Joseph, would speak at our November 19 investments meeting.

Service Chair Dick Beham reported that Bluebills is “totally inactive” for now, having no monthly 
meetings. Sunshine Cochair Myrv Johansen told us that Richard E. Murphy and Ken Frazier had died. 
Travel Chair Jessica Bonebright advised us that nobody should be traveling at this time.”Don’t get on a 
plane,” Jessica said. SPEEA/ERS Liaison Tom McCarty reported that he has talked to his SPEEA contacts 
about getting information regarding potential new ERS members. L&PA Committee Chair Dwight Rousu 
told us that he and other ERS members have been attending virtual meetings of the national and 
northwest SPEEA L&PA committees. Communications Cochair Dave Westman reported that the ERS 
website is up to date.

Governing Documents Chair Tom McCarty told us that he had not heard from former chair Gene 
Blackman and that some cleanup of our governing documents remains to be done. Nominations and 
Elections Chair Steve Ellis reported that Tom McCarty and Jim Ewing would run for reelection in 
December. Steve Ellis volunteered to be our social committee chair and Tom McCarty appointed Steve 
as chair on the spot. Badges Chair Dianne Osmialowski said that she had nothing to report.

High-Importance Priority Business: Dwight Rousu told us that we had not sent out the usual 
second notice for dues to ERS members for 2020 because of the pandemic. There was a long discussion 
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about our 2021 budget. Our current 2020 income is approximately $10,008. John Meeker recommended
that our 2021 budget include food costs for a whole year, even though we expect to continue having 
virtual meetings for part of 2021. We agreed to include dues of $2358 to NRLN in the 2021 budget. Our 
estimate of dues from ERS members is $10,000 for 2021. We decided to ask members at the December 
meeting to approve our donating $50 to each of the six charities the members approved for a $50 
donation in December 2019 and, in addition, a special donation of $600 to “SPEEA Cares.” We approved 
without objection a budget to be presented to the members at our December 3 virtual meeting. We 
agreed not to have door prizes or a “raffle” at the December meeting and that Steve Ellis would run the 
election for president and secretary at the meeting.

Unfinished Old Business: Tom McCarty told us that our financial reviews had not been posted and 
that Stu Buchan had not responded to Tom’s emails. Tom told us that we had approved a change to the 
ERS Policy Manual to allow the board to authorize virtual meetings and that he would send this change 
to Dave Westman to be posted on our website. Tom McCarty reported that each of us is allowed to 
freeze or unfreeze their VIP account—this is totally optional. We were told that SPEEA has us “on hold” 
with regard to new-member recruitment.

New Business: Dave Watt discussed the 2021 meeting schedule. We agreed that our November 
2021 investment meeting would be held on November 18, 2021, and that our November 2021 board 
meeting would be held on November 16, 2021. We learned that some browsers could not properly 
display our online quarterly newsletter, and Dwight Rousu promised to drop the picture of officers from 
the newsletter to correct the problem.

The meeting was adjourned at 2:05 p.m. The next ERS steering board meeting is scheduled for 
February 25, 2021, at 11:00 a.m.

Respectfully submitted,

James M. Ewing, Secretary
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