
ERS Quarterly Membership Meeting Minutes for December 3, 2020

ERS President Tom McCarty called the meeting to order at 12:05 p.m. This was a virtual meeting 
with audio and video by computer and audio-only by telephone, using Zoom. There were no special 
announcements, new members, or first-time attendees. We had 50 attendees (or more) including all 
elected officers, many committee chairs, guest speakers Sabrina Go and Grayson Chester, and SPEEA 
staff member Karen McLean. Tom McCarty announced that we had a quorum.

Tom McCarty introduced our two guest speakers, Sabrina Go and Grayson Chester, who are 
attorneys with the Rehberg Law Group. Their presentation was titled “Updating Wills, Trusts, and End-
of-Life Documents and How They Are Impacted by COVID-19.” Sabrina and Grayson only do estate plans 
for the Rehberg Law Group. They consult with clients electronically but need to deal with a client in 
person to sign documents with a notary and witnesses. Attorneys do not like the idea of electronic 
notaries.

Sabrina and Grayson discussed the top ten things we should consider when reviewing our estate 
plans. These are: (1) Have your goals and desires changed? (2) Are your documents more than four years
old? (3) Have estate tax laws changed? (4) Have you gained or lost assets? (5) Has your marital status 
changed? (6) Do you want to change your beneficiaries? (7) Are you facing unexpected life challenges? 
(8) Do you want to change your named agents? (9) Do you want to change the appointed guardian(s) of 
your minor children? (10) Have your advisors (i.e., CPA, financial planner, or attorney) changed? Sabrina 
and Grayson spent a considerable amount of time discussing each of these ten questions, taking turns. 
The slides Sabrina and Grayson used are available at the ERS website (engineeringretirees.org) under 
“Meetings.”

The Rehberg Law Group’s telephone numbers are 206-246-8772 and (toll-free) 877-246-8772. The 
website is at rehberglaw.com and the email address is contact@rehberglaw.com. Rehberg Law Group 
has offices in SeaTac and in Bellevue and is willing to work with anyone in the state of Washington. 
There is no charge for an initial consultation or for phone calls or email contacts.

Elections: Steve Ellis conducted our annual election, in which Tom McCarty and Jim Ewing were 
reelected as president and secretary respectively and without opposition.

Minutes: Jim Ewing’s minutes of the September quarterly membership meeting were approved as 
submitted.

President’s Report: Tom McCarty told us that he had nothing special to report.

Vice President’s Report: Dave Baine reported that ERS has had less income than in 2019 and lower 
expenses for food and for our newsletter.

Treasurer’s Report: Bob Ferguson reported that we had $2220.42 in checking, $21,509.53 in 
savings, and $20,195.79 in CDs. Our year-to-date expenses have been $7515.50, our dues income has 
been $9816, and our interest income has been $174.99.

Steering Board Chair’s Report: Dwight Rousu told us that we held a steering board virtual meeting 
on November 17.
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Committee Reports: Badges Chair Dianne Osmialowski said that we had 23 attendees at our last 
quarterly membership meeting and that we had 44 attendees at this (December 3) meeting. 
Communications Cochair Dave Westman told us that slides shown in today’s presentation by Sabrina 
and Grayson have been posted on our website. Dave added that financial reports for the last two years 
have been approved and are posted on our website. Governing Documents Cochair Tom McCarty 
reported that the steering board had changed the ERS policy manual to authorize the steering board to 
schedule virtual meetings (e.g., Zoom) in lieu of in-person meetings at SPEEA halls. The revised policy 
manual will be posted on our website. Investments Cochair Dave Watt told us that our next virtual 
investment meeting would be on January 21, 2021, and that he was not yet certain of who our speaker 
would be. Membership Chair John Neller reported that as of December 2 we had 909 members, of 
whom 104 had last paid dues for 2018 or earlier. Membership for 2020 NRLN dues is 793 and members 
receiving paper ERS newsletters are 57. NRLN Representative Steve Ellis told us that NRLN members are 
waiting to learn what happens in the senate election in Georgia. If Republicans retain control of the 
United States senate, we may have problems with Social Security, Medicare, the ACA, and the security 
of our pensions. Pensions Chair Dave Westman said that he is studying how the Biden administration 
might affect the safety of our pensions.

Programs Chair Dave Watt asked us to contact him if we have an idea for a program at a quarterly 
membership meeting. Service Cochair Dick Beham told us that Bluebills have been holding monthly 
virtual meetings via Zoom. Dwight Rousu added that there was a one-page article about Bluebills in our 
December ERS newsletter. Refreshments and Social Cochairs John Meeker and Steve Ellis sadly reported
that they could not provide any sandwiches or cookies today. SPEEA Liaison Tom McCarty said that 
SPEEA did not receive updates on members from The Boeing Company for some time, but that these 
updates have resumed. After January 1, 2021, letters from SPEEA to new retirees will include 
information about ERS. L&PA Chair Dwight Rousu reported that he and several other ERS members have
been attending SPEEA northwest and national virtual L&PA committee meetings. Sunshine Cochair Myrv
Johansen said that he had learned of the passings of Richard E. Murphy and Ken Frazier. Myrv added 
that he was aware of 13 members whose deaths were reported this year. Travel Chair Jessica 
Bonebright recommended that we postpone travel until we have been vaccinated for COVID-19.

Old Business: Normally, SPEEA mails ERS members a notice that it’s time to pay our annual ERS 
dues early in the year. SPEEA mails a second notice to members who do not respond to the first notice. 
In 2020, however, SPEEA never sent out the second notice. Tom McCarty told us that in 2021 SPEEA 
would resume the normal schedule for notices about dues.

New Business: Dave Baine presented the 2021 ERS budget that had been approved by the steering 
board. The budget includes $10,650 in income and $14,568 in expenses. We are not required to spend 
everything included in the budget, which includes $900 for charities. We approved the budget by voice 
vote. We then discussed and approved a motion to give $50 to each of the six charities to which we 
donated $50 early this year and, in addition, to donate $300 to the SPEEA Cares fund. The six charities to
which we donated $50 (each) early this year were Millionair Club Charity, Northwest Harvest, Meals on 
Wheels, Renton Food Bank, Food Lifeline, and Puget Sound Labor Agency.
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Tom McCarty read the ERS meeting schedule for 2021, as follows: quarterly membership meetings 
on March 4, June 3, September 2, and December 2; investment meetings on January 21, March 18, May 
20, July 15, September 16, and November 18; and steering board meetings on February 25, May 27, 
August 26, and November 16.

The meeting was adjourned at 3:35 p.m. The next steering board virtual meeting is scheduled for 
February 25, 2021, at 11:00 a.m. The next quarterly membership virtual meeting is scheduled for March 
4, 2021, at noon.

Respectfully submitted,

James M. Ewing, Secretary
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