
ERS Steering Board Meeting Minutes for February 25, 2021

Attendees were Dave Baine, Steve Ellis, Jim Ewing, Bob Ferguson, Joan and Myrv Johansen, Tom 
McCarty, John Neller, Dianne Osmialowski, Dwight Rousu, Dave Watt, and Dave Westman.

Steering Board Chair Dwight Rousu called the meeting to order at 11:04 a.m. This was a virtual 
meeting via Zoom on the internet and by telephone. Dwight announced that we had a quorum, 
including all five elected officers. Dwight added an item to the agenda to discuss our Boeing pensions, 
and the agenda was approved as amended.

Minutes: Jim Ewing’s minutes of our November 2020 steering board meeting were approved as 
published.

President’s Report: Tom McCarty told us that SPEEA would send out renewal notices for our 2021 
ERS dues as scheduled. Tom announced that he had closed the open item about last year’s financial 
review.

Treasurer’s Report: Bob Ferguson reported that we had $1351.93 in checking, $21,619.23 in 
savings, and $20,207.44 in CDs.

Vice President’s Report: Dave Baine told us that our expenses have been low this year and that our
budget looks good. Dave volunteered to be our finance committee chair.

Steering Board Chair’s Report: Dwight Rousu reported that our newsletter had been completed, 
sent out, and put on our website. Dwight asked us to send him ideas for the next newsletter.

Committee Reports: Membership Chair John Neller said that he had emailed the membership 
report to board members and would use the USPS to mail the report to Jim Ewing. The report showed 
that we had 916 members, including two honorary members, and that 815 of our members had last paid
dues for 2019 or later. NRLN Liaison Steve Ellis told us that no national NRLN meetings are currently 
scheduled and that we might have a meeting in the fall of 2021 or the spring of 2022. Steve asked us to 
send him an email if any of us has a question or request for NRLN. Programs Chair Dave Watt said that 
the speaker at our March 4 quarterly membership meeting would be Chris Strand from Careage Home 
Health, and that her subject would be “Medicare and Home Health.” Investments Chair Dave Watt told 
us that the speaker for our March 18 investment meeting would be Kevin Hasslinger with Edward Jones. 
Kevin’s topic should be “Investing Performance—What Should I Expect from My Investments?” Pensions
Chair Dave Westman assured us that our pensions are guaranteed by the PBGC and are safe. Badges 
Chair Dianne Osmialowski told us that we had 46 attendees at our last quarterly membership meeting. 
Sunshine Cochair Myrv Johansen reported the passings of Terence L. Lammers, Douglas F. Wilkinson, 
and Charles N. Huggins. For members interested in travel, John Neller advised us to get proof of 
vaccination for COVID-19 before traveling to Hawaii or a foreign country.

SPEEA/ERS Liaison Tom McCarty told us that he was urging our friends at SPEEA to mail billing for 
our $15 annual dues to ERS members as soon as practicable. L&PA Chair Dwight Rousu reported that 
there had been good attendance at virtual meetings of the SPEEA L&PA committees. Communications 
Cochair Dave Westman told us that our latest ERS newsletter was posted on our website. Governing 
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Documents Chair Tom McCarty announced that he would update our policy manual to include the 
laptop that we provided for our secretary. There was some discussion about Medicare supplement plans
from The Boeing Company: these plans are beneficial for some retirees but not for others. Social 
Committee Chair Steve Ellis told us that the majority of our members should receive both COVID-19 
vaccinations by the end of summer.

New Business: There was some discussion about when information about the program for a 
quarterly membership meeting was needed so that our ERS newsletter had the correct program 
information well in advance of the meeting. We were also concerned about backup for data held by an 
officer or committee chair in case of injury, illness, or death.

The meeting was adjourned at 1:33 p.m. The next steering board meeting is scheduled for May 27, 
2021, at 11:00 a.m.

Respectfully submitted,

James M. Ewing, Secretary
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